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Clause thus passed.
Clause 24: Section 61 added—

The Hon. D. K. DANS: Our attitude to
this clause is exactly the same as it is to
all the other clauses in the Bill, We have
told the Government right from the intro-
duction of the measure that we oppose it
and, to be consistent, we Intend to divide
the Committee on this clause.

Clause put and a division taken with
the following resulf—

Ayes—17
Hon. C. R, Abbey Hon. I. G. Medcalf
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. T. . Perry
Hon. G. W. Berty Hon, I. G, Pratt
Hon. V. J. Ferry Hon. J. C. Tozer
Hon. Clive Griffiths Hon. R, J, L. Wllllams
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon Hon. W. R. Withers
Hon. 3. E. Masters Hon. D. L. ordswort-h
Hon. M, McAleer Hon. T. Knigh
Hon. N, McNeill (Teuer)
Noes—8
Hon. B. F. Claughton Hon. Lyla Elllott
Hon., D. W. Cooley Hon. Leeson
Hon. D. K. Dans Hon. R Thompson
Hon. 8. J. Dellar Hon. R. H. C. Stubbs
{Teller}
Pair
Aye No

Hon. A. A, Lewlis
Clause thus passed.
Clause 26: Section 62 added—

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON: This
clause deals with the evidential provision,
and it relates to the provislon that appears
in clause 8. When a person seeks an in-
junction and a court has to decide on the
facis, the basis on which it will decide
whether a state of emergency exists is
laid down in the clause.

Clause puft and a divislon taken with
the following result—

Hon. Grace Vaughan

Ayes—17
Hon. C. R. Abbey Hon, 1. G. Medcalf
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon. T. O. Perry
Hon. G. W, Berry Hon. 1. Q. Pratt
Honm. V. J, Hon. J. O, Tozer
Hon. Clive Grlmths Hon. R. J. L. Willlams
Hon. G. C. MacKinnon Xon. W. R, Withers
Hon. G. E. Masters Hon. D. J. Wordsworth
Hon. M. McAleer Hon. T. Knight
Hon. N. McNeill (Teller)
Noes—8
Hon. D. W. Cooley Hon. R, T. Leeson
Hon. D. K. Dans Hon. R. H, C. Stubbs
Hon. 8. J. Dellar Hon. R. Thompson
Hon. Lyla Ellott Hon, R. F. Claughton
{Teller)
Pair
Aye No

Hon. A. A. Lewis

Clause thus passed.

Title put and passed.
Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

House adjourned at 12.16 am. (Thursday)

Hon. Grace Vaughan
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Legiglatinue Asgembly

Wednesday, the 8th October, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Submission: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
have a brief statement to make on the
submission of questions on notice. It is
a pity that more members are not present
but perhaps those who are here will inform
their neighbours, whe are absent, of my
request.

Although members are permitted to hand
in questions up to half an hour aiter the
House sits, 1t would be appreciated if mem-
bers, whenever possible, would try to avoid
handing them in in large numbers during
that perfod. One day recently the typing
staff had the experience of receiving only
a dozen questions before 4.00 p.m., and
then receiving an additional 40 with which
to deal thereafter.

The co-operation of members, therefore,
is requested.

QUESTIONS (52): ON NOTICE
1. TRAFFIC
Great Eastern Highway: Speed Limit

Mr HARTHREY, o the Minister for

Traffic

(1) What is now the maximum per-
missible speed for vehicles travel-
ling on the Great Eastern High-
way?

(2) What is the metric equivalent of
the former maximum permissible
speed of 65 miles per hour?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) 110 km/h unless otherwise re-
stricted by provisions of the Road
Traffic Code, eg. heavy vehicle,
probationary driver, speed zone or
control area.

(2) 104.607 km/h.

2. KENT STREET HIGH SCHOOL

Home Economics Facilities

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Education:
What improvements are planned
to upgrade home economic teach-
ing facilities at Kent Street Senior
High School?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

No improvements are in hand at
the present time but work on
either upgrading or replacement
is to be consldered from a future
fund allocation.
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SCHOOL CLEANING
Windows

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the Education Department
enter into contracts or other ar-
rangements for the cleaning of
school windows where schools are
situated in the metropolitan
area, so that the orthodox school
cleaners are exempt from this
task?

() If so. is the practice approved for
schools beyond the metropolitan
area, and if not, why not?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1} Schools in the metropolitan area
are included in the window clean-
ing contract administered by the
Public Works Department. How-
ever, this does not exempt the
cleaning staff from window clean-
ing. The school windows are
cleaned twice per year under the
contract but if additional clean-
ing s necessary the cleaning staft
is required to do it.

(2) The window cleaning contract
does not operate outside the
metropolitan area.

KALGOORLIE SCHOOL
Pigno
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
Would he please advise when a
second piano will be made avail-
able to Kalgoorlie primary school?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
The school s listed to receive a
second piano in 1975, The actual
date of delivery is dependent
upon the flow of these instruments
from the importers.

5. FORREST STREET, KALGOORLIE

Closure

Mr 7. B, EVANS, {o the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Education:

(1> Would the Minister please use his
best endeavours to expedite the
closure of portion of Forrest
Street, Kalgoorlie, adjacent to
Kalgoorlie primary school?

(2) Is the Minister able to indicate
when the closure is likely to be
effected?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No.

WATER SUPPLIES
Kualgoorlie-Boulder: New Rates

Mr T, D. EVANS, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) How many domestic water ser-
vices are connected in the Kal-
goorlie-Boulder community?
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(2) How many industrial and com-
mercial water services (global
number) are similarly connected?

(3) What has been the average domes-
tic consumption in the Kalgoor-
lie-Boulder area for each of the
last three accounting years and
likewise for industrial and com-
mercial consumption?

{4) Would he indicate the new charges
to be made for industrial and
commercial water consumed?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 5 864.

{2) Industrial 40:
Commercial 607.

{3} Average annual consumption
(kilolitres).
1971-72 1972-72 1973-74
Domestic ... 432 423 340
Tndustrial _... 3 023 39291 2 500
Commercial 409 423 350

(4) Industrial—
First 909 kilolitres @ 1l¢ per

kilolitre.

Next 8183 kilolitres @ 22¢ per
kilolitre.

Next 81 830 kilolitres @ llc per
kilolitre.

Next 80 822 kilolitres @ 13.2¢c per
kilolitre.

Next 90 922 kilolitres @ 15.4c per
kilolitre,

Next 90 922 kilolitres @ 17.6¢ per
kilolitre,

Next 90 922 kilolitres @ 19.8¢ per
kilolitre.

Over 454 610 kilolitres @ 22c¢ per
kilolitre.

Commercial—

First 509 Kkilolitres @ 1llc¢ per
kilolitre.

Over 509 kilolitres @ 22¢ per
kilolitre.

7. This question was postponed.

STOCK EXCHANGE
Fines: Disclosure of Names
Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:

(1) If, following his request to the
Perth Stock Exchange, a copy of
the report on its inquiry into the
behaviour of certain brokers
named in the Senate Select Com-
mittee’s report on the securities
and exchange industry is received,
is it his intention that the con-
tents of the report will remasin
confidential to the Government?

(2) If “Yes” will he after the report
has been studied, express an
opinion on behalf of the Govern-
ment on the question of the
desirability or otherwise, in the
public interest, of the Stock
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Exchange publishing the names
of the offending brokers and the
amounts they were fined?

CHARLES COQURT replied:

Until we see the report, a decision
cannot be made on whether its
content should remain confi-
dential, either in whole or in part.

(2) Answered by (1),

Sir
(1

HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE
Government Acquisition

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Did the Government recently have
an opportunity to acquire Her
Majesty’s Theatre under very
favourable circumstances and con-
ditions?

If “Yes” was the oifer rejected
with an explanation that the Gov-
ernment had alternative plans?

If the Governmeni has alterna-
tive plans, will he inform the
House concerning them?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) to (3) The future of Her Majesty’s
Theatre is currently the subject
of study because of my policy
statement on the matter, as
follows—

We will Investigate the acqui-
sition of a city property such as
Her Majesty's Theatre, for use
(in a suitably re-conditioned
form) by Ballet, Opera, Gilbert
& Sullivan, theatrical and cul-
tural organisations,
Present indications are that the
cost of achieving the result aimed
at would be prohibitive, so far as
Her Majesty’s Theatre is con-
cerned, but no final decision has
been made.

(2)

3)

TRANSPORT INDUSTRY
Royal! Commission Report

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) When did the Tonkin Govern-
ment appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to Inguire into the trans-
port industry?

When was the report presented
to the Government?

Il;las the report been considered
y_-

(a) the Cabinet; or

(b) the Minister for Transport?
Does the Government intend

adopting any of the recommenda-
tions contained in the report?

When will the report be tabled
in Parliament?

2)

(3)

(1)

174}

11.

12.

2145

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No Royal Commission on the
transport industry was appointed
by the Tonkin Government. It
did, however, commission the late
Mr D, G. Sander on the 25th
September, 1973 to conduect an
inquiry into some aspects of the
road transport industry.

1 acknowledged recelpt of the
repart of the inquiry, which was
completed by Mr Sander’s suc-
cessor, Mr P. F. Brinsden on 22nd
May, 1974,

The terms of reference did not
require the inquiry to produce
recommendations and accordingly
no formal ones were made., On
June 12th therefore I referred the
report to the Transport Advisory
Council for review and recom-
mendation.

The Transport Advisory Council
responded on the 6th September
and at this time I have recom-
mendations under consideration.

and (5) This will depend on
Cabinet's declsion.

(2}

3

(4)

WATER SUPPLIES
Collie: New Rates

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Why have the accouiits issued by
the Public Works Department at
Collie for water and sewerage
rates been amended, resulting in
householders only paying for
domestic water consumed?

Does this mean that householders
are to be charged at the new rates
foreshadowed by the Government?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) Approximately 300 water accounts
in Collie were prepared showing
the rate in the dollar which at
that time had not heen approved,
These accounts were amended
before they were despatched. All
other Collie accounts for the
period July to September 1974
were prepared and despatched for
water consumption only.

(2) Yes,

(2)

MUJA POWER STATION
Extensions

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Fuel and Energy:

{1) As in a letfer dated 27th June,
1974, the Minister advised me of
the estimated workforce that
would be employed on the exten-
sions to the Muja generating sta-
tion at Collie and in view of this
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14,

information, will he please advise
the number of workers at pres-
ent employed on the construction?

Is it correct that the Government
has reviewed the extension pro-
gramme and men currently em-
ployed are to be put of?

If (2) is “Yes” will he please ad-
vise of the alterations and the
reasons for the change in the ori-
ginal construction programme?

If (2) is “No"” will he advise if
any changes In the extension pro-
gramme are being considered and

2)

(3)

4)

its effect on—
{(a) the estimated programmed
workforce;
(b) the dates the additional
200 mW units will be operat-
ing?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
1) 16.
(2) The programme Is being reviewed

by the commission. The men cur-
rently employed on the Muja
project are on preliminary work
prior to contract works commenc-
ing. Five of these men will have
completed current works this
week and will be retrenched.

(3) and (4) Answered by (2).

SHOPS
Late Night Trading

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

(1) Has the Government droppsd its
election promise to introduce late
night trading in the city and met-
ropelitan area?

If so, why?

What proposals, if any, are en-
visaged for late night trading in
areai outside the metropolitan
area?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) There was no election
promise to introduce late night
trading in the city and the metro-
politan area.

A Bill is about to be introduced to
provide for extended trading
hours in the tourist areas.

COAL MINES REGULATION
ACT

Deputies’ Certificates

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for

Mines:

(1) Is the Government considering
amending the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Act in connection with the
regulations regarding the experi-
ence required in an open-cut in
order to sit for a deputy’'s ticket?

(2)
(&)

3)

15.

16.
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(2) If "Yes” when is it contemplated
that the legislation will be brought
to Parliament?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1> The matter is presently being con-
sidered by the Mines Department
for recommendation to the
Minister.

(2} Unknown until a decision is made.

TRADES AND LABOR COUNCIL,
AND EMPLOYERS FEDERATION

Educational Programmes

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for

Labour and Industry:
What amounts of money are be-
ing paid to the Trades and Labor
Council and the Employers Fed-
eration to assist those bodies in
their educational programmes dur-
ing the fiscal year 1974-757%

Mr GRAYDEN repiled;

Amounts included in the printed
estimate of expenditure of the De-
partment of Labour and Indusiry
are—
Trades
$12 000,

WA Employers Federation $5 000.

and ZLabor Council

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR
Committees: Meetings

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister Ior
Labour and Industry:

(1) How many times has the Retail
Trades Advisory Ccemmittee met
since 1st July, 1974?

Who are the present membears of
this committee?

How many times has the Minis-
ter for Labour’s Industrial Safety
Advisory Committee met since 1ist
April, 1974?

Who are the present members?

How many times has the Minister
for Labour's Advisory Committee
met since 1st April, 1974°?

Who are the present members of
this committee?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Three.

(2) Mr H. A, Jones, Under Secretary
for Labour and Industry, Chair-
man, and Mr E. Benness repre-
senting the occupiers of shops.
The third member of the com-
mittee representing the pur-
chasers of goods from shops has
not vet been appointed since the
resignation of Mrs R. Coleman.
and (4) None. The purpose of
this committee is to discuss any
proposed safety legislation and it

)

3)

1)
(5

(6}

(3}
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has not been necessary to convene
8 meeting to date. The represen-
tatives are drawn from—
Industrial Foundation
Acclident Prevention,
WA Employers Federation.
Perth Chamber of Commerce.
WA Chamber of Manufactures.
Trades and Labor Council.
Director—Technical Education.
Under Secretary for Labour and
Industry.
Chairman—Minister for Labour
and Industry.

(5} Once.

(6) The Minister for Labour and
Industry 1s Chairman of the
committee, The members are—

Messrs F. 8. Cross, J. W. Cole-
man, H. A. Jones,

TRAFFIC
Revenue from Fines

Mr HARMAN, to the Treasurer:
Will he provide the monthly
amounts received to revenue from
traffic fines for the perlod October
1973 to September 19747

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Traffic fines paid as a result of
infringement notices are separate-
ly recorded.
However, the balance of traffic
fines imposed by courts is included
with other moneys arising from
fines paid into revenue. Consequ-
ently, total monthly amounts are
not available.

for

MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSES
Recording Fee
Iﬁf[r DAVIES, to the Minister for Traf-
c:

(1) Why is the recording fee of $4
shown on motor vehicle renewal
licenses under the heading of
“other”?

(2) Why cannot it be shown as legis-
lated for?

(3) Will it he accurately detailed in
the future?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

{1) This is a temporary solution unttl
the computer programmes sta-
tionary is amended.

(2) Answered by (1),

" (3) Yes.

INDEPENDENT HOME BUYERS
ACTION GROUP
Reply to Correspondence
Mr BATEMAN, to the Premier:
(1) Would he state why he has neither
acknowledged receipt of nor re-
plled to three letters sent to him

20.
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by Mrs Leslelgh Benda, secretary
of the Independent Home Buyers
Action Group, the letters being—

{(a) the first Iletter contained
Press releases following her
trip to Canberra and an
explanatory note;

the second was in reply to
a letter of his saying that
either various Ministers were
not keeping each other in-
formed, or that statements
made by Mrs Benda after
meetings in Canberra could
only be construed &s misrep-
resentations; and

the third letter being a re-
quest for a reply to the pre-
vious two and & request that
he would make it publicly
clear that the Independent
Home Buyers Action Group
was non-party political?

WIll he reply to the above corres-
pondence?

Does he now recognise that, as
per the group's constitution and
considering it contains commit-
tee members of both maljor
parties as well as private citizens
with no political commitments,
the Independent Home Buyers
Actli;m Group s non-party polit-
ical?

Sir CHARLES COQURT replied:

(1) to (3} My office is examining the
papers relating to the complaints
raised by the Member, I will let
him have my comments as soon
as practicable.

In the meantime, I would have
thought the group to which he
refers would have acknowledged
that they had received both
prompt and effective attention
from myself and colleagues.

There is certainly no desire or
intention to be anything but help-
ful and co-operative with a prob-
lem which is of mutual concern.

(-]

{c)

2)

(3)

BEEF
Minimum Price

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1> Has he received a recommenda-
tion from a meat industry steer-
ing committee in connection with
the establishment of a scheme to
set a minimum price for beef?

If so, what are the details of such
proposal?

Does the Government intend to
proceed with the scheme if such
has been received?

@)

(3
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23.

Mr McPHARLIN replied:

(1) to (3) No. The steering committee
is submitting a proposal to the
combined meat industry meeting
for its consideration.

TRAFFIC
Pedestrien Crossings: Formula

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Traffic:

Can crosswalks be established
where special circumstances of
location or unexpectedness occur
despite the fact that the numeri-
cal requirements of the stipu-
lated formula cannot be met?

O’CONNOR replied:

Crosswalks are not recommended
in these circumstances as other
measures may be more suitable
in the interest of safety.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Country Towns Assistance
Scheme

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

(1) Will there be any restriction
on the timetable regarding the
country towns assistance scheme
because of the Government’s an-
nounced intention to take 3% of
the 8tate ZElectricity Commis-
sion’s gross revenue?

How many towns have been as-
sisted since the scheme was insti-
tuted?

What other towns will be taking
advantage of the scheme within
the next six months?

MENSAROS replied:

(2)

3

(1) The position is heing evaluated.
(2) 21,
(3) Negotiations for further towns

are incomplete.

The answer to the first question
might be misinterpreted if read
in conjunction with the question.
I add, therefore, that the evalu-
ation is by no means due to this
3 per cent levy, but rather to the
fact that because of the general
tight liguidity situation, the loan
funding of the commission does
not appear to be very promising
at the present time.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES

Kalgoorlie and Eastern
Goldfields

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

(1) When can a decision be expected
regarding the possibility of supply-
ing Kalgoorile and other eastern

24,

25.
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goldfields areas with eleetricity
from either the Ewinana or Muja
power stations?

(2) Have any recent negotiations been
carried out between the SEC and
the Kalgoorlie Council relating to
a conjoint operation of the Kal-
goorlie power station?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) When the State Electricity Com-
mission has considered the pro-
posal which has just been refer-
red to it.

(2) No.

RURAL AND INDUSTRIES
BANK

Profits to Consolidated Revenue

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:

As several people have expressed
concern to me at the Govern-
ment's intention to require the
Rural and Industries Bank to pay
50% of its net profit to Consoli-
dated Revenue, can he advise what
effect this is likely to have on the
savings of persens who have
meney invested in the bank?

CHARLES COURT replied:
Nil,

Sir

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
South Perth: Rating

Mr MAY, to the Premier;

(1) Is he aware of the extreme finan-
cial hardship being experienced by
South Perth ratepayers due to the
reval?uat.ion carried out earlier this
year

Has he received a submission from
the City of South Perth Council
requesting urgent consideration of
the provision of “notional value”
relief to all dona fide resident
owners of single residences?

If so, will the Government intro-
duce emergency legislation to re-
move the “‘ownership prior to re-
zoning” provisions of section 533
of the Local Government Act;
namely, remove subsection (3c¢)
() (1) and (i) from sectlon 533
of the Act?

CHARLES COURT replied:

No, but I am aware of dissatis-
faction with the amount of rates
payable.

Yes.

The report of the committee ap-
pointed to inquire into rating,
taxation and charges, will be
awaited before any action is
taken.

(2}

(3

Sir
(n

(2}
)]
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Claims: Accidents

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Labhour and Industry:

Further to his reply to question
45 on 28th August, 1974 regard-
ing elaims for workers’' compen-
sation, would he provide the
following relevant information—

(a) the total number of acci-
dents involved in the period
mentioned in his answer;

the number of accidents in
each of the industries con-
cerned and the injury per-
centage increase in those
industries arising from such
accidents;

the nature of such accidents
and the total lost time
involved in each industry
arising from such accidents?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(a) and (b) Figures available for
Government departments and

(b)

(c)

instrumentalities.
No. of disabling %1 ncrense on
Year Ended Tnjuries previous year
31/3/72 523
3173773 3 850 32°5
373474 4 288 11:3

{¢) The figures on the nature of
such accidents are not readily
available but an accepted
overall pattern usually fol-
lows in accident statistics.
The total time lost from the
above injuries was—

31/3/72—40 456 days
31/3/73-50 301 days
31/3/74—62 393 days

HOGGET AND MUTTON
Marketing Authority

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Does the Government propose to
extend the operations of the WA
Lamb Marketing Authority, or to
set up some separate guthority, to
cover the sale of hogget and
mutton for export and/or local
consumption?

If so0, would he glve detalls of any
propasal?

McFHARLIN replied:

and (2) The Marketing of Lamb
Act, 1971, provides under part IV
for the board to trade in hogget
and mutton with the approval of
the Minister for Agriculture. This
section does not empower the
board to acquire all hogget and
mutton.

(2)

1)

28.

29,
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Submissions requesting the im-
plementation of part IV will be
carefully examined to determine
whether such action will benefit
the industry.

MEAT INSPECTION
Charges

Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Health:
Further to my question 1 on
Tuesday, 8th October, 1974 re-
garding inquiry into meat
inspection fees, when does the
Minister anticipate the comple-
tion of negotiations and his being
able to table the report?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Negotiations should be complete
within a few weeks and the re-
port tabled.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Toilet Facilities

Mr B, T. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it true that no Government
department considers itself
responsible for providing scap or
towels in toilets at State high
schoals?

If “Yes"” what is the Government’s
attitude to the situation?

Is it true that the great majority
of State high schools do not pro-
vide any washing [acililies for
students other than water taps
and wash basins or troughs?

Have any Iinvestigations been
carried out to determine whether
outbreaks of gastro-enteritis and
assoclated illnesses are connected
in any way with the lack of ade-
quate washing facllities?

Is it true that In some schools
the toilet paper provided is either
of the glazed, non-ahsorbent type
totally unsuited to the function
it is supplied to perform, or is
sometimes unavallable?

RIDGE replied:
Yes.

The matter has been considered
many times and, however desir-
able, the cost is prohibitive. As
funds become available, the mat-
ter will be reconsidered.

Every high school constructed in
recent years has change rooms
and showers mostly with hot
water systems, but there are quite
a number which do not have these
facilities,

Outbreaks of gastro-enteritis and
assoclated {llnesses are investi-
gated by local authorities or the
Public Health Department. Such

2)

3)

(4)

(5)

Mr
(1}
2)

)

4)
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31.
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outbreaks are usually confined to
people sharing a common meal or
living in the same household. Out-
breaks in school children due to
inadequate washing facilities
have not been confirmed.

Normally ample supplies of good
quality crepe toilet paper are pro-
vided. Machine glazed paper
was supplied during a recent
shortage and some rolls may re-
main in use.

16))

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS
AND SURVEYS

Secondment of Surveyor

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for

Lands:

(1) Has any surveyor employed by the
Department of Lands and Surveys
been seconded to the service of a
private combany?

If so, what are the conditions of
his secondment and how have his
terms of employment been
affected?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) No. However, a departmental
cadet is currently attached to a
private firm for practical experi-
ence in cadastral surveys under
supervision to meet the needs of
articles of indentures. It is anti-
cipated the cadet concerned will
shortly return to duties within the
department,

The terms of employment for this
cadet with the department have
not been affected.

BEACH BUGGIES
Registration

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for

Traffic Safety:
Would he please advise the results
of an investigation which it was
indicated would be undertaken in
reply to question 26 of 4th Decem-
her, 1973, concerning registration
of beach buggies and licensing of
their drivers?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The investigation has been com-
pleted and the results are cur-
rently under consideration. No
determination has yet been made.

PROBATE
Revenue and Administration

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the amount of State
death duties obtained in each of
the last two financial years?

(2> What was the cost of maintaining
the probate pffice in each year?

2)

2)

33.
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(3) How many cases were handled in
each year?

(4) How many people were employed
in the office at 30th June, each
year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) 1972-73—47 656 340;
1973-74—$10 315 930.

(2) 1972-73 1973-74
$ §

Administration 137000 165 000

Valuations 69 815 72 343

Total 206 815 237343

Total cost per $ of tax collected—
2.7¢c—1972-73;
2.3c—1973-74.

(3) Estates assessed—
1972-73—6 690;
1973-74—"7 633.

(4) At 30th June, 1973--23;
At 30th June, 1974—23.

COUNTRY WATER SUPPLIES
Employees: Workers’ Compensation

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1} Is it true that employees of the
Country Water Supplies who seek
compensation for injury are being
required to complete forms which
allow automatic deduction from
salarles or wages in the event
that subsequent investigation de-
termines that the injury is non-
compensable?

If "Yes” are employees who refuse
to complete these forms being
refused permission to eclaim com-
pensation?

Mr O’NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.

(2)

MOTOR VEHICLE AND
DRIVERS' LICENSES

Number and Revenue

Mr SIBSON, to the Minister for
Transport:
For the year 1973-74, what were—
(a} the numbers of motor vehicle
registrations;
(b) the amount collected in motor
vehicle registration fees:
(¢) the number of driving licenses
issued;
{d) the ampunt received from
drivers’ license fees;
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(e) the annual receipts under
the Commonwealth Ald
(Roads) Act 1969-74?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) 508267 (as at 31st December

1973).

(b) $16 400 756,

(c) 550 763;

(d) $1620271;

(e) 1969-70 32 940 000
197¢-71 36 270 000
1971-72 39 250 000
1972-73 43 910000
1973-74 48 030 000.

ANSETT AIRLINES
Preference: Public Service

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Has any instruction been given to
the State Public Service to give
preference to Ansett Airlines?

(2) If “Yes” would he table a copy of
the instruction for the informa-
tion of Members and advise the
House why it was issued?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Not to my knowledge.
{2) Answered by (1).

RAILWAYS
Derailments

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Would he please advise—
(a) number of derallments this
year;
(b) date and location of each;
() cost of repairs to tracks in
each case;
(d) details of other costs in each
case?
(2) Has the total cost of repairs been
met by the Government?

(3) If not, would he please give
details?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The informatlon sought by the
member is not readily available
and will take some little time to
coliate. I will forward a reply to
the Member as soon as possible.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
“Thank You" Advertisemenis
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Electricity:
Did he or any other Member of

Cabinet direct or in any way
influence the publicatlon of
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“Thank You' ads appearing in
the daily Press on behalf of the
SEC?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
No.

LOTTERIES

Coolibah Tavern: Raffle of Motorcar

Mr T. J, BURKE, to the Chief Sec-
retary:

Further to my questions of 31st
July, 20th August and 11th Sep-

tember, concerning a certain
lottery at Coolibah  Tavern,
Morley—

(a) was the investigation com-
pleted within the 10 days;

th) if not, why;
(¢) when will the answers bhe
provided and papers tabled?

Mr STEPHENS replied:

(a) Yes.
() Answered by (a).
(c) The Lotteries Commission

upon consideration of the re-
port and recommendation of
the Police has requested the
Police Department to proceed
to prosecution. When the
case is finalized consideration
will be given to the necessity
for tabling the papers.

POLICE

Parliament House and Trades Hall
Demonstrations: Officers on Duty

Mr T, J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

Would he advise—

(s8) number of police on duty in
vicinity of Parliament House
and number in each rank on
both Thursday, 26th Septem-
ber and Tuesday, 1st October,
1974;

(b) number of police photo-
graphers on duty ai{ Parlia-
ment House on each date;

(¢) number of police on duty in
the vicinity of Trades Hall
and number in each rank on
Friday, 16th August, 1974;

(d) number of police photo-
graphers on duty at Trades
Hall on that day?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) to (d) No.



2152

40.

41,

POLICE

Parliament House end Trades Hall
Demonstrations: Photographers

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

(1) (a) Were photographs taken by
police photographers at
Parliament House on—

(i) Thursday, 26th Septem-
bher, 1974;

(ii} Tuesday,
1974;

if so, why were they taken
and where are they now
located?

Were photographs taken by
police at Trades Hall on Fri-
day, 16th August, 1974;

(b} if s0, where are they now
located?

Mr O’CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) (i) No.
(ii) Yes,

(b) (i) To provide evidence and
to assist in establishing
identity of offenders if
breaches of the law oc-
curred.

(ii) Prints were not required.
The negatives are at pres-
ent held in the Police
photographic section and
are to be destroyed in ac-
cordance with normal
practice.

(2) {(a) Yes.

(b) Answered as in (1) (b) «ii).

1st  Qctober,

b)

(2) (a)

MOTOR VEHICLE THIRD
PARTY INSURANCE

Redtction
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Treasurer:
(1) In view of the fact that the Motor
Vehicle Insurance Trust has ac-
cumulated & surplus of $13 million,
would he take action to reduce
that part of motor vehicle regis-
tration fees charged to third party
insurance?
If not, why?
CHARLES CQURT replied:
No.

(a) The Motor Vehicle Insurance
Trust is continually watching
the premium rates and, on

(2)
Sir
(1)
)

its recommendation, they
were reduced 209 from 1st
July, 1973.

(b) The rates are at present the
lowest in Auvstralia, and for
the motor car are only $2.40
in excess of those operating
in 1967, despite all limits hav-
ing been abolished, and the
intreduction of spouse v.
spouse liahility.

42,
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{¢) The surplus is an estimate
only and must be sufficient to
meet approximately 6 500 out-
standing claims which may
take 7 to 10 years to finalise.

Hospital charges have in-
increased by 50%, legal cosis
by 50%, and the average
weekly earnings on which
payments are based have also
increased 20% in the last
month. Doctors’ fees have
also increased.

There has been a decline in
the trust's underwriting re-
sult over the last year as a
result of the reduction in
premiums.

The present apparent surplus
is the result of high interest
rates which have accrued on
investments, but may not con-
tinue.

«d

~—r

(8)

£)

LESMURDIE SCHOOL
Enrolments

Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) What is the present enrolment at
Lesmurdie primary school?

What is the estimated number for
the start of the 1975 school year?
What is the maximum enrolment
proposed for this school?

When will a start be made on the
proposed Burma Road primary
school?

MENSAROS replied:

512 as at 1st August, 1974.

530.

The maximum enrolment of a
school is related to the facilities
provided. In general terms, prim-
ary schools are provided with
permanent accommodation to
cater for approximately 700 pupils,
A definite commencement date
has not yet been determined and
will depend on the bhuild-up of
primary enrolments in the Les-
murdie area.

@)
(3

(4)

Mr
1)
(2)
3

(€Y

POLICE
Officers. Number and Salaries

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for

Police:

(1) What is the number of policemen
in Western Australia?

(2) What is the number in each rank
and the salary scale in each case?

(3) What is the number of police-
women in Western Australla?

(4) What is the number in each rank
and the salary scale in each case?
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Mr O’'CONNCR replied:

(1) 2012.
(2) Rank; Salary (including allow-
ances)—
$
Commissioner (1) .. 24 620
Deputy Commissioner (1) 19233
Assistant Commissioner
(¢} 17 412
Chief Supermtendent (1) 18250
Superintendents (20) 16 500
Snr. Inspectors (20} 15 140
Inspectors (19) . 14 340
Sergeants 1/¢c (6D 11 916
Sergeants 2/¢c (125) 10 834
Sergeants 3/c (192) ... 10076
Det. Sergeants 1/c (18) .. 12476
Det. Sergeants 2/c (27) .. 113%4
Det. Sergeants 2/¢ (36) .. 10636
Snr. Det, Constables (15) 9 944
Det. Constables 1/¢ (19 8 969
Det. Constables 5th year
(20} 8 320
Det. Constables 4t.h year
3) . 3103
Snr. Constables (189) 9 384
Constables 1l/c (369 ... 8 409
Constables 5th year (143) 7960
Constables 4th year (124) 7 543
Constables 3rd year (145) 7327
Constables 2nd year (130) 7163
Constables 1st year (267} 7 002
(3) 38.
(4) Rank; Salary (including allow-
ances).
$
Inspector (1) 14 340
Sergeant 2/¢ (1) .. 10 994
Sergeant 3/c (2) ... 10 236
Constable 1/c (5) .. 8 h69
Constable 5th year (5) .. 7920
Constable 4th year (10) .. 7703
Constable 3rd year (5) .. T 487
Constable 2nd year (1) . 7323
Constable 1st year (8) .. 7 162

This guestion was postponed.

MT. LAWLEY TECHNICAL
COLLEGE

Ezxtensions

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
When is it intended to proceed
with extensions to the Mt. Lawley
Technical College which were
approved in 19677
Mr MENSAROS replied:
The 1967 plan evisaged the exten-
slon of the Mt. Lawlely Technical
College onto the adjacent site

486.

47.
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currently cccupied by the Depart-
ment of Community Welfare.
Until such time that the site is
acquired by the Education De-
partment, the 1967 plan cannot be
fully implemented.

BEACH BUGGIES AND TRAIL
BIKES

Control of Use

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

In view of damage being done to—
(a) beaches and sand dunes;

(b} natural bushland, particularly
in the Reabold Park,

by beach buggles and trall bikes,
would he take immediate action fo
control the use of these vehlcles?

r STEPHENS replied:

I share the Member’s concern for
the damage being done by beach
buggies and trail bikes and refer
him to my answer to question 33
of 12th September, 1974, My
recommendations have been for-
warded to the Minister for
Recreation who I understand will
shortly be recommending legisla-
tion to Cabinet.

WwWith regard to the particular
problem of Reabold Park; 1
understand that the Perth City
Council is active in attempting to
control the use of such vehicles
within its limited manpower
resources,

CHANNEL 7 STADIUM
Parking
Mr T.J. BURKE, to the Premler:

(1) What provision has heen made for
parking on central railway land
to cater for the Edgley/Channel 7
project?

What is the area involved and the
terms of its use for—

(a) the project;

(b) parking?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Specific provision has not been
made for the parking of cars by
patrons attending functions in
the entertainment centre, but a
900 bay public car park is under
construction by Perth  City
Council, and patrons will be able
to park there as the public nor-
mally use such facilities in the
city.

At present, there are also three
Perth City Couneil car parks
within close proximity. This

2)
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ignores any sireet car parking

which might be permissible at

various times in the evenings.

The site areas are—

(a) Entertainment centre, 1.5 ha.
approximately.

(b} Car park in three areas total-
ling approximately 3 ha.

The respective sites are leased to
the developer and Perth City
Council, subject to conditions
relating to rental, use of land
and structures thereon, period of
lease agreement with provision for
termination or extension, depend-
ing upon circumstances.

(2)

FEDERALISM
Claim of Erosion

Mr T.J. BURKE, to the Premier:

(1) Does the provision of elected
Assemblies in the ACT and Nor-
thern Territory compromise his
oft-repeated assertion that the
Australian Government is deter-
mined to erode Federalism?

(2) If not, why?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied;

(1) No.

{2) Because the ALP, and particularly

the present Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and Prime Minister, are
committed to a centralist and
socialist form of government.

I invite the attention of the Mem-
ber to his party's basic policy,
and to the public addresses, etc.
of the present Prime Minister.

I assume the Member, as a loyal
disciple of his party and the
Prime Minister, is committed to do
all he can to hring about the
demise of State Parliaments and
State Governments.

I invite the member's attention
to the Chifley Memorial Lecture
given in 1957 by the Right Hon.
E. G. Whitlam on the subject,
“The Constitution versus Labor”,

COMMUNITY WELFARE
DEPARTMENT

St. Francis Xavier's Mission, Wandering

Mr P. V. JONES, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare;

(1) Does the Community Welfare De-
partment exercise control over
the St. Francis Xavier Mission at
Wandering?

(2) Has the department title over the
property occupled by the mission?

(2) How many boys are currently
resident at the mission?

50.

51.
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Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) The Community Welfare Depart-
ment would make use of the mis-
sion for the placement of State
wards and as such has a responsi-
bility to see that standards of child
care are maintained. However, the
department does not exercise any
control over the mission,

The land occupied by the mission
consists of 9140 acres and the
title js vested in the Aboriginal
Lands Trust for the use and hene-
fit of Aborigines, The Aboriginal
Lands Trust has the power to lease
and has effected a 99 year lease
to the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Perth for the purpose of a Native
mission conditional that should the
mission cease, the land will revert
to the trust. A further 500 acres
on which the mission buildings are
located is granted in trust in fee
simple to the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Perth.

There are at present 20 children
in residence, 7 boys and 13 girls.
19 of these children are State
wards.

2)

(3}

HOUSING
Williams

Mr P. V., JONES, o the Minister for

Housing:

{1) How many Aboriginal families oc-
cupy Housing Commission dwell-
ings within the Willlams town-
site?

How many houses will be con-
structed during 1974-75 within
Williams townsite for—

(a} Aboriginal families;

(h) non-Aboriginal families?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) None. Aboriginal families are in

occupation of two housing com-

mission homes on the Willlams

Road outside the townsite bound-

ary.

(a) It is intended to construct
two houses during 1974-75
subject to satisfactory out-
come of negotiations with the
local authority as to sites.

(b) It is intended to construct
two houses in 1974-75.

2

2)

ST, JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL,
SUBIACC

Teaching Institution

Mr DAVIES, to the Treasurer:

(1) Does he have any detalls as to
how the $50 000 to be paid to St.
John of God Hospital, Sublaco,
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during 1974-75 for the establish-
ment of the first teaching unit,
will be spent?

(2) If so, can he advise please?

8ir CEARLES COURT replied:

(1) No firm details have yet been
determined as discussions are still
taking place.

(2} Answered by (1).

HQUSING
Ranford

Mr P. V. JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Has the State Housing Commis-
slon inspected the dwellings occu-
pied by Aborigines at Ranford, in
Boddington Shire, with a view to
reporting on same?

(2) How meny houses are currently
occupied by Aboriginal families at
Ranford?

(3} How many houses will be con-
structed during 1974-75 in Bod-
dington Shire for—

(a) Aberiginal families;
(b) non-Aboriginal families?

Mr O'NEIL replied:

(1) Yes, at the request of the local
authority.

(2) 6, but these are not commission
owned dwellings.

{3 (a) It is intended to consiruct 3
houses during 1974-75 sub-
ject to satisfactary outcome of
current negotiations with the
local authority as to sites.

(b) Nil.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

ALWEST PROJECT
Press Report: Accuracy

Mr MAY, to the Premier:

I apologise for not giving previous
notice of this question, but I think
the Premier will be able to answer
it. Will he advise whether the
report which appeared on the
front page of today's edition of
The West Australian in connec-
tlon with Alwest i1s basically cor-
rect, and whether the Information
was given to the media by the
Government?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Pirstly let me say that as far as I
am concerned the information was
not given to the media by the Gov-
ernment. Secondly, I cannot vouch
for the accuracy of the report be-
cause i did not come from a
Government source. However, it
is consistent with conjecture I
have noticed in the Eastern States

2. Appropriation Bill

2155

about this and other projects as a
result of the policy of the Com-
monwealth Government of under-
taking negotiations of this kind,
without taking the Siate Govern-
ment into its confidence.
However, I cannot say whether the
information in the report is factual
or whether It 15 just conjecture.

MUJA POWER STATION
Ezxtensions
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Electricity:
In part (2) of question 12 today
I asked the Minister—

Is It correct that the Govern-
ment has reviewed the exten-
slon programme and men cur-
rently employed are to he put
off?
The Minister advised that the
programme is being reviewed. I
then asked—
If (2) is “Yes"” will he please
advise of the alterations and
the reasons for the change in
the original construction pro-
gramme?
In my view the Minister com-
pPletely evaded that question.
Would he provide a better ex-
planation?

Mr MENSARQOS replied:

I can undertake to gsk the State
Eleetrictty Commission to provide
more information to the member
for Collie. However, I cannot see
the subject of his complaint be-
cause quite clearly parts (3) and
(4) of his question refer back to
part (2), to which I gave the re-
quired answer.

BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Constitution Acts Amendment Bill,

Bill Introduced, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Premier}, and read
g first time.

(General Loan

Fund).

Bill intreduced, on motlon by S8ir
Charles Court (Treasurer), and
read a first time.

3. Western Australian Institute of
Technology Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Mensarcs (Minister for Industrial
Development), and read a first
time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

On motion by Mr Moiler, leave of ab-
sence for four weeks granted to Mr
Jamieson (Welchpool) on the ground of
urgent private business.
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BILLS (3): THIRD READING

1. Teacher Education Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr Mensaros (Minister for Indus-
trial Development), and passed.

2. Commonwealth Places (Administra-
tlon of Laws) Act Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motlon by
Mr O’Neil {(Minister for Works),
and transmitted to the Council.

3. Acts Amendment (Judiclal Salaries
and Pensions) Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Sir Charles Court {(Premier), and
transmitted to the Council.

LIBRARY BOARD OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
ACT AMENDMENT EILL

Third Reading
MR STEPHENS (8tirlilng—Chief Sec-

retary) [256 pm.]l: I move—
That the Biill be now read a third
time.

During the second reading debate last
night, I undertock to obtain some add-
tional information for the member for
Kalgoorlie, and I am happy to be in a posi-
tion to give that information now. The
member for Kalgoorlie made the point
dealing with clause 4, which relates to the
restructuring of the board, that the City
of Perth and the City of Fremantle were
included. T add that the honourable mem-
ber congratulated the Minister on his ap-
parent valiant endeavours to cover the
whole spectrum of interest in restructur-
ing the board. The only reason the City
of Perth and the City of Fremantle were
included in the Bill is that they were con-
sidered to be representative of the larger
type of local government authorities. Al-
though the Minister has not informed me
of this, I might add that the Cities of
Perth and Fremantle are included in the
parent Act and I think it is logical that
they should continue to be representative
of the larger type of local government.

The other query related to new section
32 (1). The honourable member made the
point that under certain circumstances,
this provision appears to override any
Statutes enacted in the past and which
have prospective application to any future
decision of this Parliament. I am informed
by the Minister and his advisers that Par-
liament cannot commit itself for future
legislation, but any future legislation in
which it was wished to make a provision
different from this would have to say so
specifically. That is to say, the later Act
would have to say so specifically. The pur-
pose is to enable the archives, which are
not allowed to be made available to the
genera! public, to be handed over to the
Library Board without such action being

[(ASSEMBELY.)

regarded as a breach of secrecy provisions
in any other law. I trust that those ex-
planations satisfy the honourable member.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council,

LAND
Park at Reabold Hill: Motion

MR J. T. TONKIN (Melville—Leader of
the Opposition) {2.59 p.m.]: I move—

This House applauds the concept of
a new park consisting of 800 acres of
natural bushland to the west of Rea-
bold Hill and urges the Government
to take the necessary steps to have the
area made an “A”-class reserve for
such purpose.

I decided to put this motion before the
House in order to assist a certain section
of the Perth City Council which desires
to achieve the objective we have in mind.
I felt that if a decision of the House could
be obtained on this matter it would help
very considerably. It ils now recognised
that open spaces are an essential element
in urban life and we should not neglect
an copportunity to provide these spaces
when the opportunities occur.

During the period I was in Japan, a
couple of years ago, I noticed the great
difficulty being experienced there, because
of the growth of population and the in-
ability of the Government to do the
things it required to do in view of the
fact that land was not available. In fact,
in some areas of Tokyo it is no longer
possible to bury the dead, because all
space available for cemeteries has been
taken up and used. Therefore the authori-
ties have had to resort to a good deal of
cremation.

If we neglect the opportunity which is
offering now to reserve this open land, in
the future, when it becomes more apparent
that such steps should be taken, it will
be an extremely costly exercise, because it
will involve the resumption of residential
areas. In recent times advantage has been
taken of copportunities to provide parks,
and I refer members to the area known as
Wireless Hill on the south side of the
river, That area, for many years, had been
used by the telecommunications centre and
belonged to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. When it became apparent that the
telecommunications centre was to be
moved, the State Government supported
the request of the Melville Town Counell
to the Commonwenlth Government that
the land should be made avallable for the
purpose of creating a reserve.

The Commonwealth Government did not
gitve the land away, hut the Western Aus-
tralian Government was prepared to pay
a substantlal sum-—not nearly the value
of the land, by any means, because had it
been used for restdential purposes it would
have brought a return well above that
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which the Commonwealth Government was
asking. However, both Governments saw
the desirability of having this land re-
served for the purpose of a park, and In
years to come posterity will appreciate
greafly the action taken to reserve this
land. I was able to play some part in it
myself at the time because I realised that
these opportunities do not often occur and
when they do we should not pass them by,

For example, what a wonderful asset we
have in King’s Park. Doubtless many
people would like to be able te bulld resi-
dences in King's Park, but Parllament has
considered it so important to preserve the
park that an Act has been passed which
provides that no bulldings shall be con-
structed in the park without the cor.cut
of Parllament—the matter has to be
brought here for approval, If you will
permit me, Mr Speaker, I can tell an Inter-
esting story about King’s Park. When I
was abroad in 1958 endeavouring to induce
people to come to Western Australia to
help In the State's development, I went
to Switzerland to try to encourage some-
body to invest money in building a firsi-
class hotel, because in those days that was
something this State lacked. I was put
in touch with one of the leading hoteliers
in Switzerland—Sir Frank Ledger was with
me at the interview—and we prevailed
upon this very wealthy gentleman to agree
to come to Western Australia to look at the
posstbility of his establishing a first-class
hetel in this State.

In gue course he came to Western Aus-
tralin. We suggested several areas that
we would be able to make available to him
at a very reasonable price. He had a look
around and finally came to see me to report
on the result of his inquirles. He led off
by saying, “Well, Mr Tonkin, I have had
a good look at Western Australia and I
belleve 1t has good possibilities and I would
be prepared to build a first-class hotel in
Perth.” I thanked him because I thought
that was a very good result, and I was very
pleased about it. However, he went on to
say, “There is only one place where I
would build i§.” In answer to my inguiry
as to where that was he said, "In Xing's
Park.”

So members can Imagine my reply to
that. I sald, “If that is the only condition
under which we can get a first-class hotel
in Perth I am very much afraid that we
will have to do without it, because there
is not the slightest possibility of any Gov-
ernment granting permisston for that to
be done.,” I related that story to show
that although there is a very large area
of land in King's Park we are very jealous
of the way In which we consider it should
be used, and we would not give much con-
sideration to any request that any portion
of it should be thrown open for residential
purposes.

In our combaratively small population
at present it is not easy for people to
reallse how Iimportant open spaces are,
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but when the population of Perth grows
—as indeed it will quite rapidly-—this need
for open spaces will become more and
more apparent and the opportunities for
providing them will become fewer and
fewer. So we have to cast our minds back
to the situation which existed when Lord
Forrest decided that that large area
which overlooks the Swan River should
be resumed for a park.

At Reabold Hill we have a similar op-
portunity to ensure that quite a sizeable
area shall be retained as g park. Some
people are opposed to the idea purely on
financial grounds. They see the possibility
of raising a very large sum of money—I
think $15 million has been mentioned—
from the development and sale of this Jand
for residential purposes, but the main
weakness in this argument is that the fi-
nance which would be derived from the de-
velopment and sale of this land for resi-
dential purposes would have a limited area
of application. The Perth City Council could
not use afl the money for improvements
and works within its area because the City
of Perth Endowment Lands Act specifies
that the money must be spent in Floreat
Park and City Beach.

These two areas, hecause of the exist-
ence of the City of Perth Endownment
Lands Act, already enjoy amenities above
the average. To deprive the people gen-
erally of a park in order to provide addi-
tional money to Improve the amenities in
these areas would be extremely hard to
Justify: in fact, I do not think it could be
justified at all, Our attitude should be to
consider what is necessary for the general
good, and the general good suggests to me
that it i1s not a question of providing
money to improve amenities in City Beach
and Floreat Park but to provide additional
open space, the value of which will be far
better appreclated in years to come,
when the population of Perth is wvery
much larger than it is todsay.

I do not think it needs a great deal of
imagination to realise how Important it is
that the right decision be made now in
connection with this land. To allow the
land to be used for any other purposes
would simply mean that it would no longer
be avallable to the pecple. In that event
it would be an opportunity lost, and one
which we would not regaln except at
very great cost.

I do not think it 1s possible for any
country to provide too much open space.
Our general experience is that because of
the pressures for development, 1t is not
easy to retain land as open space; some-
body always comes along with a new idea.
Sometimes these ideas are very good and
they make for improvement in develop-
ment.

I go back quite a number of years and
think of the area where the Freshwater
Bay Yacht Club is now located. That land
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used to be alongside Manners Hill Park
which was available to the people; in fact,
it was part of Manners Hill Park. It was
available to the people for picnicking,
right down to the water's edge. Strong
representations were made by the yacht-
ing inferests, and the Government of the
day—that was a Labor Government—
agreed that quite a portlon of this land
should be exelsed from the park that was
used by the people generally, and be made
available to the yacht club.

This i1s an ideal spot for the establish-
ment of a yacht club; and I suppose the
place for yacht clubs to be located is at
the water’s edge. However, this move took
away an area of open space, and thus the
size of Manners Hill Park was reduced.
That was one example,

Pressures are always being exerted for
using up open space. Between where I
live and the river front, there was at one
time a reserve which was vested in the
East Fremantle Councll. The area was
covered with nlece trees and egrass; it
was an area where on a Sunday afternoon
the people could walk and enjoy them-
selves; they could hear the singing of
birds. In the summertime 1t was a very
pleasant place for people to be in. How-
ever, the council decided that this land
could be put to better use, but It was not
used for residential purposes.

Mr Nanpovich: Used for a c¢lub?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is used by various
clubs—tennis clubs, lacrosse clubs, soccer
clubs, and football clubs.

Mr Nanovich: And they are licensed?
Who was the Minister at the time?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: In place of this
very nice ares of bushland we now find
a number of buildings where on several
evenings of the week gatherings of people
are held—suech as danees, wedding recep-
tions, and the like,

Mr O'Neil: And for bingo?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Today it is an
entirely different scene. At the time quite
a lot of objection was raised by the resj-
dents, I was not one of them, hecause I
thought I should keep out of it as it was a
personal matter to me. However, I did not
look upon the preposal with any great
favour.

There was an Instance, though it was
not quite the same as using the land for
residential purposes, but nevertheless it
toock away the use of the area from the
general public; and the land was made
available for the use of members of the
various clubs, It is true that many people
now enjoy the facilities that are estab-
lished there, and they go there to watch
soccer games, or to play tennis on the
large number of courts provided. That is
an example of how difficult it is to retain
open space which would be of far more
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advantage to the geners! public, than to
the limited number of people who now use
the facilities that have been provided.

Such pressure will always be on; so,
Governments and local authorities have
to resist it; and it is much easier for Gov-
ernments than for local sasuthorities to
resist it. That is why I feel we ought to
strengthen the hands of the councillors
in the Perth City Council whe, in their
wisdom, believe that this land should not
be sold for residential purposes, but should
he retained as parkland.

If the land were made a Class "A" re-
serve it would be much easier to retain
it for the purpose I have mentioned, I
submit to the House that the motion
before us is one which is worth while to
be carried. It is not something from which
we would get an immediate benefit, be-
cause the real need for such additional
open space will become more apparent
only as time goes on and the pepulation
increases. In years to come, if we reserve
this land, the people of Perth will thank
us in the same way as people have thanked
Lord Forrest who has been appreciated
over the years for what he did in connec-
tion with King's Park.

No doubt, members are aware that over
the years a number of attempts have been
made to use King's Park for various other
purposes. I recall the proposal of the Perth
City Couneil to establish an Olympic pool
in the park. What a lot of opposition that
proposal struck at the time, because it
was considered that once the proposal was
agreed to there would be & large infiux
of people in motorcars into the park, and
greater use of the land would occur with
the result that there would be less park-
land left.

I mention that simply to show that these
pressures are always on, and to point out
how difficult it is to resist them. This is an
opportunity for us to resist such pressures.
I think we would be recreant to our trust
if we did not give a lead and a clear in-
dieation of what we feel ahout the neces-
sary provision of open spaces to assist
urban living, That is the sole purpose of
the xlzllotion; and there is no other purpose
at all.

8ir Charles Court: Before you conclude,
are you prepared to give some indication
as to whether your suggestion is to set
up some type of statutory board, such as
the King’s Park Board; and, secondly, as
to whether the Perth City Council should
be recompensed for the loss of what is
virtzally freehold land?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To answer the sec-
ond part of the question first, this 1s a
matter entirely for the Government to de-
clde and it should be approached on
exactly the same basls as the approach to
the Wireless Hill land by the Australian
Government and the State Government.
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In that case the land was owned by
the Australlan Government. If it had re-
tained the land and opened it up for
residential development it would have
made a lot of money from the project.
However, the Australian Government
yielded to the representations of the Mel-
ville Town Council and the State Gov-
ernment, and agreed that the land could
be made available for public use at what
was not much more than a nominal sum
in the circumstances. I belleve that in the
case of the land covered by my motion
the same procedure ought to be followed
by the State Government and the Perth
City Council,

The Perth City Council should realise
that the provision of a park in the Rea-
bold Hiil area will benefit not only the
residents of the metropolitan area in gen-
eral, but specifically the residents of City
Beach. If the council sells the land 1t will
be to improve the conditions in Floreat
Park and City Beach. If the council retalns
the land as a park—I understand the Clty
Beach Progress Association desires this to
be dene—then the people of City Beach
and of the surrounding area will benefit.
I believe it should be a question of nego-
tlation between the two partles. I hope
that the Perth City Councll will take a
similar view with regard to its ownership
of this land, as the Australisn Govern-
ment did with regard to its ownership of
the Wireless Hill land.

The other part of the question asked by
the Premlier Is how the land ocught {o be
retained. I think it would be an excellent
idea for a park of this size to be placed
under the control of a board, but it need
not necessarily be a separate board. In my
view the board which looks after King’s
Park could look after the proposed park
in the Reabold HIll area. However, that is
a matter for discussion and consideration
in respect of the various polints involved.
It should not be difficult of solution,

1 do feel someone should be in charge
to look after its development. I would
not be enough for the area to be set
aside as an “A"-class reserve and for it to
be no-one’s responsibility to look after it
or make certain it is put to its proper use.
The area must be looked after because
the growth of grass must be controlled or
fires will occur and be a danger as well as
destroy the hbushland.

Obviously someone must be in charge
and must be able to derive revenue from
some source to meet the cost involved in
looking after the area. However, these are
matters which would be easy of solution
once & decision was made that the area
should be retained as parkland and satis-
factory negotiations were concluded with
the Perth City Council.

I repeat that persons in the community
are locking to us for a lead in this mat-
ter and it would strengthen the Govern-
ment’s position if the House generally ap-
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proved of the ldea that the area should
be retained as parkland and should not
be sold for residential or other purposes.

Mr T. J. BURKE: 1 second the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Rushton (Minister for Urban Development
and Town Planning).

LAND AGENTS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Second Reading

MR BERTRAM (M. Hawthorn) [3.22
pam.]: 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
ime,

Section 3 (1) of the Land Agents Act of
1922 states that from and after the 1st
April, 1922, no person shall carry on the
business of g land agent unless he is the
holder of a lcense. Then, in the first
schedule to the Act there is a form of
application for a license in the first In-
stance, or a renewal of license, to be com-
pleted by applicants. The application form
Indicates that the applicant must have
attained the age of 21 years. 1 do nhot
think that anywhere else in the Act an
age is specified—more particularly speci-
fied in relation to the holding of a M-
cense.

In 1972, Act 46, known as the Age of
Majorlty Act, 1872, became law. With
the passage of that particular Act a dif-
ficulty has arisen which this Bill seeks to
overcome. The real purpese of the Bill is
to make it possible for people who are i8
years of age t0 hold a llicense provided, of
course, they have in all other respects
Rorg:p]ied with the requirements of the

ct.

The Age of Majority Act and other Acts
have given people of the age of 18 years
various powers and a few obligations
which for many years they did not have.
For example, they now have the right
to enter into contracts, can be jurors, can
make wills by virtue of a provision of the
Wills Act of 1970, have the right to vote,
have acquired certain rights under the
Liquor Act, and so on; but the Age of
Majority Act is the Act which really takes
the matter up and, as I say, gives many
general powers to persons who have at-
talned the age of 18 years which prior
thereto were enjoyed only by people who
were 21 years of age or over.

I hasten to point out also that 1t is
not always a questlon of glving something
to the people in this particular age clas-
sification; that is to say, to those who
have attained 18 years of age. Sometimes
it is a matter of burdening them with
certain responsibilities, although the Bili
with which I am concerned and am in-
troducing gives something to those in
that age classification rather than burd-
ens them with responsibility. That is the
prime purpose of the measure.
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Section 5 (1) of the Age of Majority
Act is worth while reading and is as fol-
lows—

5. (1) Subject to the succeeding
provisions of this section, for all the
purposes of the laws of the State—

(a) a person who, on or after
the commencing day, attains
the age of eighteen Yyears
attains full age and full cap-
acity on attaining that age;
and

{b) a person who, on the com-
mencing day, is of or over
the age of eighteen years but
under the age of twenty-one
vears attains full age and full
capacity on that day.

Subsection (3) of the same
reads—

(3) This sectlon does not apply so
as to affect the operation or construc-
tion of any reference In an enact-
ment or instrument to an age ex-
pressed in years.

Bearing that fact in mind the Act then
goes on subseguently to section 6 (2)
which reads—

(2) Each of the Acts speclfied in
the Schedule to this Act is amended
to the extent to which the Act so
specified is expressed in that Sched-
ule to be amended, and any Act so
amended pursuant to this subsection
may be clted by showing the figures
representing the year of 1its passing
followed by the passage "-1972".

As I have already sald, in the first schedule
the Land Agents Act makes reference to
an age; namely, 21 years. However, as one
reads through the schedule to the Age of
Majority Act, which is the schedule I have
just referred to when reading section 6(2),
one finds a list of Acts affected, ineluding
the Administration Act, the Betting Con-
trol Act, the Declarations and Attestatlons
Act, the Health Act, the Jurles Act, the
Land Act, the Limitation Act, and so on.
There is quite a list of them, but that list
does not Include the Land Agents Act.
Consequently sectlon 6(2) of the Age of
Majority Aet In no way affects the Land
Agents Act.

It so happens that some persons who
have attained the age of 18 years, but who
had not at the material time attalned the
age of 21 years, have been granted a land
agent's license,

section

I can say positively, one person has and
1 think others have as well which, in itself,
indicates that the position needs some
clarification. This applies particularly
when we bear in mind what I have already
stated: That the form of application itself
refers to the age of 21 years. In any event,
there are those people who take the view
that the particular license to which I have
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referred should not have been granted, and
moves are afoot, by reason of that fact—
and that fact alone, and there is no other
shortcoming on the part of that person's
qualifications—to seek to take the license
away from the person concerned.

Basically, what I say is this: In so far
as this legislation is concerned—and prob-
ably generally, too, for that matter—what
we should be concerned with here is not
so much the guestion of the age of the
applicant as his character and competence
to hold a license. It is difficult to say,
really, what age has to do with character.
One can say that age does have same rele-
vance to the question of competence, but
it is just one of many ingredients; it is
not a fundamental question touching on
competence,

Having all thase facts in mind, 1 am
clearly of the bellef that a person who has
attained the age of 18 years and who has
in all other respects measured up to the
requirements of the Land Agents Act
should be enfitled to apply for, and bhe
granted—and to hold—a land agent’s
license under the Land Agents Act.

This Bill is rather short in length be-
cause that is all it seeks to do and it Is
able to do what 1t seeks without very
much verbiage. Very briefly, I will oufline
what 1t does. It alms to amend section 3
of the principal Aect, the first portion of
which I read at the commencement of my
remarks, and it simply states that no per-
son shall be eligible fo apply for, or be the
holder of, a license unless he has attained
the age of 18 years. The Bill then tidles
up certain situations which may exist, and
goes further to say that—

(1b) Where g person has during the
period commencing on the 1st day of
November, 1972 (being the date on
which the Age of Majorlty Act, 1972
came Into operation) and expiring on
the date when the Land Agents Act
Amendment Act, 1974 came into
operation lodged an application for a
license pursuant to subsection (1) of
section 4 of this Act and such appli-
cation is still pending the same shall
not be refused only on the ground that
at the date of the lodgment of such
application the applicant was under
the age of 21 years If he had then at-
tained the age of 18 years;

That outlines the position where an
anplication has heen pending during the
time to which I have just referred. A
further provislon states that where in
that same period—--that is to say, from the
1st November, 1972, until this particular
Bill becomes law-—a license has been
granted, that license shall not be wvoid-
able or revoked only on the ground that
at the date the same was granted the
licensee was under the age of 21 years
if he had. in fact, at that time attained
the age of 18 years.
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A further provision will meet the situ-
ation where a person has not only applied
during the period which I have described,
but has in fact heen granted a license
but has then had the Hcense taken away
from him by a court of competent juris-
diction. I{ that license, in that case, has
been taken away on the ground—and the
only ground—that the licensee was under
the age of 21 years, then that particular
license will, by force af the proposed new
subsection, he reinstated fully and from
the time the license was originally taken
away from the holder.

The oniy other thing the Bill seeks to
do is turn lis atteniion to the schedule
of the Land Agents Act in which there is
a passage referring to 21 years of age—
which I have already read to the House—
and to substilute for '“21 years” the ap-
propriate age; namely, “18 years™.

That is the position in summary: the
amendment enables persons te become
land agents at the age of 18 years,
provided that they, in all other respects,
qualify to become land agents. The other
provisions of the Bill meet certain situ-
ations which have come aboui by reason
of the fact that the law is not as clear
as it should he at the moment as to
whether, in fact, it is still necessary to
be 21 years of age or over in order to
hold or obtain a land agent’s license
under the Land Agents Act.

I hope members will appreciate that
this is a worth-while measure. It is im-
portant because it touches upon the lve-
linood of people. Those people who have
licenses, and whe are over the age of 18
years and under the age of 21 years, in my
belief should not have those licenses taken
away from them when they have, first of
all, apparently shown to a court that they
are people competent to do the job with-
out any disability being suffered by the
public and who, having obtained their
licenses, have in fact operated since that
time and done so efficiently.

I can bring to mind only one specifie
Instance at the moment, but I have little
doubt that there are other cases. I hope
members will support the measure.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
O'Nell (Minister for Works).

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Appoiniment of Standing Commitiee:
Motion

Dehate resumed, from the 18th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr A. R.
Tonkin.--

That in the opinlon of this House
there should be established by 1t as
soon as it 1s practicably possible, a
standing committee on conservation
and the environment.
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ME MOILER (Mundaring) [3.38 pm.):
I wish to support the motion moved by
the member for Morley, and one of the
main ressons for my dolng so is that I
believe power has progressively accumu-
lated at the centres of government. The
democratic process has been damaged as
the Government has grown further away
from contact with the people and we he-
lieve the time has come to reverse this
trend.

Those words were used in a statement
—among many others—made by the
Premier in his pollcy speech. I believe
that within those statements he expressed
the sentiments of many members of this
Parliament. We agree that there is an
accumulation of power at centres of gov-
ernment, and we also agree that the
power should be in the Parliament demo-
cratically elected by the people.

We believe the democratic process has
been and can be damaged by the public
being prevented and even discouraged from
participating in the making of legislation
and the conduet of the Parliament and the
Government. We have come to expect from
the Premier fine words and statemenis but
invariably there is little substance in them
and virtually no action taken upon them.

Mr Mensaros: During the election cam-
paign you did not say they were fine words,
did you?

Mr MOILER: Those particular state-
ments were fine words. There were many
fine words in the Premier’s policy speech.
we would like to sce him adhering to some
of them and bringing about some of the
promises.

Sir Charles Court: We will, don’t you
WOIrry.

Mr MOILER: He implied that he be-
lieved, along with many others, that the
democratic process was being damaged by
the fact that the public were not being
encouraged or even allowed to enter into
the decisions of Parliament. T suggest that
if the members on the Government side
do not support the motion moved by the
member for Morley it will further demon-
strate the doubtful credibility of the Pre-
mier.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr Carr: And the Minister,

Mr MOILER: "Power has progressively
accumulated at the centres of govern-
ment',

Mr P. V. Jones: Is that from your policy
speech?

Mr MQILER: That is an extract from
the Premier’s policy speech, He said—

We believe the time has come to
reverse this trend, as Government has
grown more distant from the people.

Mr P. V. Jones: What about reading
all of it?
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Mr MOILER: It is all very well for the
Premier to talk about hotlines, informa-
tion centres, and the like, but we Kknow
that to bring the people closer to the Par-
liament we must give them a genuine op-
portunity to participate, and one way of
doing so is by the formation of standing
committees which would call upon exberts
and would enable interested persons to
contribute evidence which would be of
benefit to this Parliament and the State,
generally.

A standing committee on conservation
and the environment would allow insti-
tutions, individuels, and groups who are
concerned about those matters to contri-
bute to the decisions made by this Par-
liament. The establishment of standing
committees would not only enable the
public to participate but would also bring
about a better utilisation of the members
of this Parliament: I think this is a very
important point. At the present time we
have a Parliament of some 81 members,

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.0¢4 p.m.

Mr MOILER: As I was explaining before
the afternoon tea suspension, if we desire
genuinely to bring government closer to
the people it would be far better to de-
velop the principle of establishing stand-
ing committees rather than setting up
hotlines and information centres. It would
be an excellent idea to commence with a
standing committee on conservation and
the environment. Not only would the
establishment of standing committees
bring government closer to the people, but
it would also better utilise the services of
members of Parllament. We have some 81
members of Parliament at the present time,
12 of whom are members of the Cabinet
leaving 69 other members, After making
allowance for the Speaker, the President,
and various other onerous positions, I
estimate that we are not fully utilising
the potential of about 60 members.

These members are working as diligently
as possible, but I belleve their potential
would be better utillsed by the establish-
ment of standing commiitees, The mem-
bers could increase thefr knowledge Iin
specific spheres by attending committee
meetings and by their involvemeni in the
business of the committees.

I am sincere when I say that I do not
believe the potential of this Parllament is
being realised while we continue to operate
under a system which has remained vir-
tually the same for almost 80 years. It is
high time we took this progressive step
to develop a system of standing commit-
tees. In my opinlon at the present time
the Western Australian Parllament is pos-
sibly the most conservative Parliament in
Australia. In view of that fact, 1t would
be a very maljor step for us to establish
a standing committee in this area of con-
servation and the environment, for the
very reasons that the Minister gave for

opposing the motion,
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Members will agree that because of the
excellent way in which the Environmental
Protection Act was drawn up by the pre-
vious Government, we already have an
avenue for public participation, The public
are cencerned about the environment and
conservation, and under the environmental
protection legislation they can be involved
In this issue to some degree. This would
be an ideal area In which to take this
small progressive step. As it is a small step,
I believe 1t is cne which even this Parlia-
ment should consider. We have a great
wealth of Information and ability in this
Parllament, as well as all the additlonal
information available to it, not just with-
in the departments concerned, but through
the individual residents of this State who
are concerned about the environment and
what is happening to it, and who are
anxigus to play a part in protecting it.

I belleve the effectiveness of this State
Parliament will diminish with the three-
tier system of government within Aus-
tralia.

The Australian Government will continue
to function as the Government for Austra-
lin. We are one nation, and whether we
have a Conservative or a Labor Govern-
ment in Canberra, the process will continue
to be the same.

Mr Rushton: You should say “Conser-
vative” or “soclalist’.

Mr MOILER: Well, Conservative or
socialist, if that is what the Minister
wishes. I am certainly proud that I class
myself as a socialist. The effectiveness of
the Federal Government will grow, and the
function of the State Government will be
reduced. Local government will develop
and become more powerful and effective.

Mr Nanovich: Do vou agree with that?

Mr MOILER: Whether or not I agree
with 1t, I think it will occur. We must
realise this and take steps to act accord-
ingly.

Mr Nanovich: It won't happen under a
coalition Government; it might happen
under a socialist Government.

Mr MOILER: The process wlll continue,
regardless of which Government is in
power in Canberre.

Mr Sodeman: Do you think that 1s a
good thing?

Mr MOILER: Repugnant as it may be
to some members of this Parllament, this
place and its membhers will became obsolete
if the present Government refuses to lg-
nore the obvious trend which is taking
place.

Mr Clarko: I think you put in an extra
negative.

Mr MOILER: I meant to say, “if the
present Government contlnues to jgnore
the obvious trends”. If we genuinely be-
lieve that we are here to benefit the public
of Western Australia, what has the Gov-
ernment or this Parliament to lose from the
establishment of a standing committee on
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conservation and the environment which
would enable better dissemination of In-
formation to members of Parliament and
the Involvement of interested members of
the public? I do not think members on
the other side of the House could argue
against that point, If no harm can arise
from the appointment of such a standing
committee, why is it opbosed? Why not
give it a try? What dangers could lle
within 1t?

The Premier has said that the Liberal
Party is deeply concerned at the historic
trend of government wherein the Govern-
ment Is becoming more and more distant
from the people. I agree with that com-
ment. If the Premier sincerely believes
that, he should support this motion because
the development of standing committees
would bring government closer to the
people. I believe the Government has the
opportunity now to show it is not bigoted,
it has nothing to hide, angd it is anxious
that all members of Parllament should be
as fully informed as possible, and that
public participation should be encouraged.

By supporting the motion the Govern-
ment would in some way be putting into
effect some of the promises made in the
policy speech of the Premier. The Govern-
ment has the opportuntty to take a positive
step to reverse the trend towards centralls-
ing power within the Cabinet and the
Public Service. By complementing the
excellent Environmental Protection Act
with a standing committee, the Premier
would be taking a step in the direction of
implementing his implied desire to bring
government closer to the people.

We have seen the present Government
appoint numerous committees outside of
Parllament to study certain mafters and
report back to the Government. Why
canngt committees of the Parliament do
this? We have seen the establishment of a
committee to examine land rates and
taxes and charges, which will report only
to the Premier and the Minister for Local
Governmen{. That being so, why can we
not have a parliamentary committee to
take evidence from people Interested in
conservation and the environment so that
members of Parllament would have the
opporfunity to make up their minds after
Mstening to the evidence?

Mr Nanovich: Did your Government sug-
gest such a committee In its three-year
term?

Mr Bateman: Your Government didn’t
in the 12 years it was In office.

Mr MclIver: What about the many “A'-
class reserves we created in three years,
after the 12 years of stagnation of your
Government?

Mr MOILER: Our Government appointed
a Select Committee of the Legislative
Assembly to inquire into the parliamentary
committee system. We were working on
the very matter referred to in this motion.
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Another committee has been set up by
the present Government to inquire into
concessions for pensioners in this State.
That inquiry was set up outside the
Parliament, and its full report may not be
given to us. It will be submitted to this
House at the discretion of the Premier.

Surely Parliament itself is entitled to
call for this type of information. By the
establishment of standing commitiees it
could inquire into such matters itself.
Committees would be composed of mem-
bers interested in the subjects to be in-
quired into, and other members could at-
tend the hearings to listen to the evidence
in order to assist them to make & decision,

Mr Blaikie: What was the attitude of
your Government to the proposal for a
committee to inquire into the dairy in-
dustry?

Mr Beateman: That has nothing to do
with the motion.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: You are like a lot of
school kids.

Mr Sibson: You should know.

Mr MOILER: I suggest the system we
are working under has remained un-
changed for some 80 years. Surely now is
the time to consider the establishment of
a standing committee, and the committee
we should start with in this Parliament
is the excellent committee proposed by the
rmember for Morley.

I suggest {o members that for their very
self-preservation alone they must support
the establishment of standing committees
because, as I have said, this Parliament in
future will become less effective, the Aus-
tralian Government will become more do-
minant, and with the development of re-
gions—which will occur—local government
will become more effective and powerful.
Therefore we should establish a system of
standing committees whereby Parliament
may call evidence. A matter which comes
quickly to mind js the motion moved this
afternoon by the Leader of the Opposition
regerding Reabold Hill. I foresee the time
when this Parliament will establish stand-
ing committees to call evidence from people
coneerned with such a matter within the
State; it will not be merely a matter con-
cerning the Perth City Council and a
small number of people. I foresee that a
standing committee will call evidence,
draw conclusions, and report to Parlia-
ment; and Parllament will make a decision
either for or against the proposal. I am
convinced this will occur, If not in the very
near future, then in a later perlod.

I wonder what the Government fears
about the appointment of this standing
committee. Does any member opposite sug-
gest that such a committee would do any
harm? If it can do no harm, why not
support the motion? I have already ex-
plained why a standing committee on con-
servation and the environment should be
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established. The public are concerned
about the environment.

Mr Nanovich: After listening to all the
hwnming and hawing during the fuel and
energy debate, to what conclusion could
we come in respect of conservation?

Mr Bateman: For heaven's sake, what
is the relevance of that?

Mr Grewar: He has stumped you again.

Mr MOILER: I must admit that I can-
not answer that one. I reiterate that the
motion moved by the member for Morley
is a very modest step for this Parliament
to take, for the reasons I have outlined.
The Environmental Proteciion Act was
well compiled with the objective of includ-
ing the public to the greatest possible ex-
tent under the legislation as it stands. With
such public involvement, it would be a very
modest step to now appoint a standing
committee of this Parliament. The very
reason the Minister gave in opposing the
suggestion can be used in support of the
motion. Finally, if we genuinely wish to
reverse the trend of Governments being
removed from the people, this would be an
ideal area in which to take the first step.
I hope Government supporters will see fit
to support the motion.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) [422 pm.):
I too, would like to support the motion, be-
cause I helieve it is worth while. The
member for Morley probably is more
aware of the subject than any other
member In this House, including the
Minister, and I believe the Minister would
admit that to be a fact. The member for
Morley obviously has made a study of the
subject over a long perlod. He is actively
interested in the conservation movement
and the environment generally and this
motion represents a sincere effort on his
part to involve the Parliament of Western
Australla, on behalf of the people of this
State. We are the representatives of the
people and, as such, we should work to im-
prove the quality of life for the people in
our electorates.

No real grounds for objection to this
motion exist. Just as the member for
Morley is of great assistance to me on my
committee, because I do not have his
great depth of knowledge on these mat-
ters—I am quite certain other members
of the committee would agree with me—
s0 his suggested appointment of a standing
committee would be of assistance to the
Minister and to all members of Parlla-
meit and, indeed, to the State Govern-
ment in dealing with these issues. Since
Pariiament met early in August, we on
this side have said we believe this par-
tieular portfollo is the most significant
in the Ministry. We have tried to point
this out to the Minister by way of ques-
tions, motlons, and references to these
matters in general debates. We have indi-
cated to the Parliament our readiness to
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co-operate with the Minister and the
Government in the interests of the people
of Western Australia,

There s nothing sinister behind
this motion; it simply represents an
attempt to provide the machinery to in-
volve the people of Western Australia
through thelr members of Parliament. I
really cannot see why the Minister, on be-
half of the Government, has seen fit to
oppose the motion. Perhaps some back-
bench membhers opposite might see the
wisdom in it and support the motion.
However, we will see that in time.

Bver since the Second World War and
the Korean War we have had a whole new
attitude to lif2. Whereas in the past, prob-
ably back te the time of the industrial
revolution, people thought more in terms
of developments in industry, but with all
the disease, industrial problems and other
difficulties which were created in provid-
ing for the modern world, attitudes are
now changing. With the First and Second
World Wars and the reconstruction of
Europe, and with the indusirial develop-
ment of the United States during and
between those wars by way of providing
arms, ships, tanks, planes and all the other
trappings of war, people became aware
of the need to safeguard the environment,
and to have regard for the quality of the
air we breathe, the water we drink and
use and the other aspects of life. These
issues have become uppermost in the
minds of many of our citizens. There has
been a proliferatlon in recent years of
conservation groups and, thank God, this
movement is starting to formalise under
Government supporf. Governments have
started to take notice and are providing
ministries and departments t0 handle the
people’s wishes in this direction.

COver the last five or 10 years, we have
found that the quality of life issue has
emerged as nprobably the egreatest and
most sighificant factor in the world to-
day. In my opinion, it is becoming the
basis of the 20th century revolution. I am
sure we will find increasing demands by
people for quallty and for significant
changes in the way we treat the air we
breathe, the water we drink, right through
the whole spectrum of the environmental
fssue in order to safeguard thelr living
standards, whether they live behind the
smokestacks at Kwinans or in Dalkeith, or
whether they live behind the cement
works in Waelshpool or in the enhdow-
ment lands area of Flereat Park,

In the past, the Parliament agreed to
establish a Publlc Accounts Committee;
this is working very well, I suggest that
the committee proposed by this motion s,
if not more important, then just as Im-
portant as the Public Accounts Commit-
tee and the Parliament should agree to
its establishment. It is enecumbent upon
us, the representatlves of the people, to
ifearn as much as possible from those
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who have a genuine interest in this sub-
ject. We are all concerned, but perhaps
not as aware as other people. of the
effects of pollution and of industrial de-
velopments of mining, or any other
form of intrusion into the natural ele-
ment on the lifestyle and quality of life
we demand for ourselves today and our
children tomorrow, We can learn from
people like the member for Morley, who
takes a very active interest in this area.

I suggest the member for Morley has
revealed to this Parliament a more than
cursery interest in this issue. He made a
studied speech in presenting to us his case
for the appointment of a standing com-
mittee of this Parliament. I do not believe
his czse has been answered by the Min-
fster or that any member opposite is in
a position to deny that the appointment
of a standing committee would be a good
move, I believe it would provide the rep-
resentatives of the people with the op-
portunity to learn more about these issues
and to ensure that, in turn, the people
we represent could achieve the guality of
life to which they aspire. As I have said,
this should apply equally throughout West-
ern Australla, whether the people live In
Kwinana, Dalkeith, East Perth, or Flor-
eat Park.

Committee systems have worked very
well in all their forms. Until the commit-
tee system reached the state of develop-
ment that it has in the Australian Sen-
ate I felt that House did not justify its
existence. I am =till not ceonvinced that a
unicameral system at the Australlan Gov-
ernment level would not be the best: but
at least it has been revealed to all Aus-
tralians in recent yvears that the develop-
ment of the committee system at the Sen-
ate level is rendering a very useful ser-
vice.

Under such a system we had a Senate
committee led by a Liberal member to in-
vestigate the securitles and exchange in-
dustry, coming down with a report which
cuts right across the political spectrum,
and reporting the facts. In that regard it
revealed that the Senate ls nonpartisan.
The report which that committee pre-
sented was a very commendable one, and
I am sure members are aware of many
other similar reports which justify the
existence of the Upper House at the Aus-
tralian Government level. That 1s a great
deal more than I can say about the other
place in this Parliament.

As I have suggested, the proposed
standing committee would assist all mem-
bers, but primarily it would be of very
great assistance to the Minister himself.
I, and other members on thls side of the
House, have offered to the Minister our
co-operation in dealing with questions re-
lating to the environment. We will con-
tinue to give such co-operation; and this
motion, In fact, s another expression of
our desire to co-operate.
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There is no doubt that as a result of
questions being asked continually by
members on this slde of the House, the
facts being revealed in the answers are
causing the Government to take action;
such as the action which the Government
proposes to take to remove the gypsum
from Cockburn Sound. In this regard,
several members on this side of the House
have asked questlons relating to the mat-
ter, and at first the Government indicated
that nothing was wrong and nothing need
be done. However, the Government has
decided now that gypsum is to be removed
from Cockburn Sound.

It is patent to anyone who spent part
of his youth swimming in Cockburn Sound
that to consider swimming there today
would be foolhardy, because the sound has
become a quagmire. I suppose the same
can be said about fishing in Cockburn
Sound. Questlons have been asked by
members on this side relating to the mer-
cury content of fish at Cockburn Sound,
and the Minister is having inquiries made.
Perhaps he would have undertaken that
inquiry in any event. However, the Min-
ister has been prompted, and prompted
continually. We consider that the continual
guestioning is tantamount to a demand.

I do not want so suggest that the matter
is serious at this stage, but at least the
questioning and the inquiry have revealed
that some danger lies in that direction and
steps should be taken to remove the danger.

I have

already sald that the proposed
standing committee will give all members
of this Parliament an opportunity to de-
velop a bhefter understanding of what
will become the most significant factor
in government in the next few decades.
I am quite serious in suggesting that, We
are reaching the stage where it has been
revealed that Governments throughout the
world are fast subjecting themselves to
the demands of people who feel that the
quality of life is the most important
aspect.

Finally, I would like to refer to a book
entitled The Quality of Life Concept. I
quote from the foreword—

The concept of Quality of Life has
emerged in the last few years as an
undefinable measure of society’s de-
termination and desire to improve or
at least not permit a further degra-
dation of its condition, Despite its cur-
rent undefinability, it represents a
yearning of people for something which
they feel they have lost or are losing,
or have been denied, and which to
some extent they wish to regain or
acquire,

I belleve it is incumbent on members of
this House who represent the 51 electorates
throughout the State to take all the time
available to them in order to learn as
much as possible about this subject, and
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then on behalf of the people they repre-
sent to work and to flght for improving
the quality of life of the people.

I firmly believe that if this motion is
carried the establishment of the proposed
standing committee will provide a vehicle,
which will cost very little, for the im-
provement of the quality of life. In my
honest opinion such a committee will pay
very great dividends in the future. I sup-
port the motion.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [4.37 p.m.]:
I would llke to thank all members who
have participated in the debate on the
motion. I refer to the member for Ger-
aldton, the member for Rockingham, the
member for Swan, the member for Mun-
daring, the member for Perth and, of
course, the Minister. I do not think I
have missed out any member.

I have just been prompted: I have mis-
sed out the member for Vietoria Park, who
was the former Minister for Environ-
mental Protection, and I extend my
apologies to him,

It 1s very disappointing that the only
member on the Government stde to speak
in the debate was the Minister, who Is
after all obliged to participate and all he
did was to knock the idea., However, no
hack-bench member on the Government
side spoke to thie motion.

Of course, we are all aware of the very
poor record of past Liberal Governments
in dealing with the environment. I hope
on this occasion we will not see a repetl-
tion of such action. Their past record in-
dicates their attitude towards environ-
mental matters, and 1n the course of the
next three years we will see what lip ser-
vice this Government wlll pay to these
matters. Perhaps some comment was made
in the policy speech of the Liberal Party,
but as yet nothing concrete in this res-
pect has been done,

It does not surprise me that members
of the public have a very poor opinion of
politicians, espectally when they hear scme
of the comments that are made in this
Chamber.

Mr Nanovich: Are you speaking for your-
self?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am speaking for
myself, as long as the member for Toodyay
attempts to do the same thinz. When I
hear an interjection such as “What did
your Government do? We did moere than
your Government did”, {t does remind me
of a mob of schoolboys. We should make
an endeavour to lift the level of debate
in this House.

Mr Nanovich: I see you have your long
pants on!

Mr Taylor: They look better than the
nappy the member for Toodyay Is wear-
ing!
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Mr A. R. TONKIN: 1 was amazed at
the comment made by the Minister which
seemed to Indicate that he missed the
point of my motion. He said there was no
point in having a Minister here, because
already there was a committee of the en-
vironmental ccouncil, the CUE committee,
and so on.

Mr Stephens: Did you say that I had
stated there was no polnt in having a
Minister?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I think that at the
time the Minister was not lstening to
what I was saying. That proves what I
have saild. The Minister said there was no
point in having a parllamentary commit-
tee.

Mr Stephens: You are now correcting
yourself. In the first place you sald I
claimed there was no point in having a
Minijster here,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: There is no point
in having a commlittee; that was what I
meant, He sald there was no point in hav-
ing another parliamentary committee,
because there were already the Environ-
menta! Protection Council, the CUE com-
mittee, and so on. He seems to have
missed the whole point of my motion.

The proposed standing committee com-
prising parliamentarians is not to be a
committee to supervise the Minister. It is
not to take the place of the Environmental
Protection Couneil. It is mersly to be a
committee comprising members of this
House, and the purpese of setting it up is
to enable members to become better in-
formed on environmental matters.

We must he able to legislate properly
when environmental matters come before
us, I am amazed that the Minister mis-
understood the whole purpose of my
motion. In no way Iis it Intended to
derogate power from the Environmental
Protection Authority, or any of the other
committees established under the author-
ity of the Act. The propesal is for the
appointment of a standing committee of
members of Parliament who need to be in-
formed on environmental matters. That Is
the whole point. As I said, I am rather
dismayed that the Minister should have
made thls gross milstake and have this
misunderstanding of the whole purpose of
the motion.

It is our job to lezislate, and it is our
job to see that we legislate with some de-
gree of expertise. It Is no good saying we
have to leave it to the experts. If that is
to be the case then let us go home and
stop kidding ourselves that we are per-
forming a satisfactory jocb here, because
we certainly are net. We have to make
sensible and rational decislons based on
knowledge and undersianding, and not
simply based on a Minister’s second read-
ing speech.
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We know that many Ministers are con-
irolled by their departments, and that
many of them are merely mouthpieces
for the permanent departmental heads.
That occurs in all Governments but it is
not desirable, Ministers should he In
charge of their departments because they
are responsible to the people, and they
have to render an account of themselves
to the people at least once every three
years. I am concerned that the present
Minister may not be in a position to really
lead his department. It seems he would
rather be told what to do by his depart-
ment. In particular, with regard to policy
matters, the Minister is not able to stand
up to the Premier, and has to do what
the Premier says should he done on a
particular matter.

Mr Stephens: Back on the old gramo-
phone record agaln.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If the Minister is
able to prove me wrong I will be delighted,
but we will want evidence in this House
and elsewhere. We need to be experts in
this Parliament and we cannot delegate
our responsibility. We should not leave
matters to the EPA; we need to know
what it is doing. To illustrate this point
I will give some examples, I suppose
members opposite will think I am blowing
my own bags—and I suppose some mem-
hers on this side of the House will think
the same thing—but I will mention some
questions I have asked in this place.

Mr Blaikle: You could have fooled us,

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I have asked many
questions.

Mr Elalikle: One or two.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: One question re-
lated to the Prevalence-Duration-Intens-
ity index as a means of comparing pollu-
tion. I was written to by the Government
Chemical Laboratories asking what the
Prevalence-Duration-Intensity index was.
Another question concerned the Sollinger
method of sewage discharge treatment,
and I recelved a letter from the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drajnage Board.

I have raised these matters to indicate
we cannot sit back and accept that the
experts know everything. Those experts
have their jobs to do, but we also have a
job to do. If the experts know what they
are dolng, and we can leave the matter to
them, we should go home and leave every-
thing to them, We are here and should
become as expert as possible, and one way
to become expert is to establish a com-
mittee.

I will mention briefly the reason we
cannot leave things to chance, and why
we cannot accept that the experts know
what is best. I will refer to the question
of mercury in fish. I raised this matter in
1971, during the lfe of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment, shortly after I was elected to this
House. 1 received replies to the effect that
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something was being done. I raised the
question again this year, and on the &th
August I asked the following question-—

(1) How often was—
(a) wet;
(b} canned,

fish tested for mercury content
during 1873 and to date in 19747

I also asked what were the results of the
testing, and the Minister replied—

{(4) The results are part of a pilot
survey into levels of heavy metals
in fish in W.A. A report is be-
ing prepared.

I followed that up on the 7th August when
lI asked a question without notice, as fol-
owWs—

(1) With reference to question 38 of
the 6th August, part (4), when
will the report referred to in that
answer be avallable?

When it is available, will the
Minister table the results?

Why cannot the House be noti-
fled of the preliminary results of
the analyses considering that
some of the tests were made as
long as 18 months ago, and also
considering that this is a matter
of vital public concern?

(2)

3}

The Minister representing the Minister for
Health replied-—

(1) Within three months.

(2) A decision will be made when the
repart is completed.

(3) The report will include an assess-
ment of the significance of the
results and suggest future action.
Since the survey is a pilot study
only, publication of the results
now without this assessment
would serve no purpose.

That answer was in spite of the fact that
some of the tests had been conducted 18
months earller. Yet I recelved the reply
that the Government was still looking at
the matter. That is dynamic action!

A little later, on the 28th August, I
asked—

As the Minister has refused to give
results of the testing of fish for mer-
cury contents, although such analyses
were made as long as 18 months ago
with the consequent rumours that the
analyses will reveal an alarming degree
of contamination, will he—

(a) glve an assurance that there Is no
need for alarm;

(b) table a prelimlnary report to allay
such fears?
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The answer to that question was—

No useful purpose would be served by
tabling a preliminary report, but hav-
ing regard to the total situation the
indications at this stage are that there
is no need for alarm.

The matter was followed up further two
weeks later, and on the 11th September
the member for Rockingham asked the
Minister for Conservation and Environ-
ment the following question—

What are the components of the
gypsum waste (with particular regard
to those which may be considered
harmful to humans} which is ecur-
rently being discharged into Cockburn
Sound?

The Minister replied—

The Environmental Protection Auth-
ority, in co-operation with the Fre-
mantle Port Authority, Department of
Health, Department of Fisheries and
Fauna and Government Chemical
Laboratories, are currently investigat-
ing the discharge of gypsum into
Cockburn Sound.

Analytical results of samples taken
in this investigation are expected to
be available within the next two
weeks for consideration by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Authority,

That was within a period of two weeks.
So, once azain, we have the suggestion that
the Government is looking into the matter
but nothing is happening. That has been
going on for three years and during that
time I have asked & series ¢of questions
relating to mercury in fish.

In The Sunday Times of the 22nd Sep-
tember an article was published which
originated in Canberra, People wonder why
there is talk about the “grab” from Can-
berra bhut when one sees the lack of ac-
tion on the State scene gne can realise why
sometimes it is considered necessary to
gee up the very sleepy State Government.
The article which appeared in The Sunday
Times stated—

Government checks on fish being
s0ld in Melbourne have revealed mer-
cury levels which are a serious health
hazard to children.

Many samples tested by the Aus-
tralian Government analytical lahor-
atories showed & mercury content of
three parts per million—six times the
recommended maximum.

The actual acceptable level is, of course,
.5 parts per million. The Minister for
Health has refused to answer my gues-
tions in this House regarding what was
happening. Now, information comes from
Canberra. The Minister then wakes up and
warns pregnant women not to eat shark
because of the danger of poisoning, whereas
three months earlier, two months earlier,
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and a montn earlier no results were avail-
able and no warning was considered neces-
sary. The information comes from Can-
berra and the Minister suddenly decides
to warn pregnhant women.

What is the point of having a State
Government If it is going to go to sleep?
Questions are not answered properly in this
Soverelgn Parliameni—the Government
waits for an Indication that the Eastern
States are showing concern before it jumps
onto the bandwagon, even though the
pattern could well be different here because
this report related to fish caught in the
Eastern States.

I give that as an example of the need
for a greater awareness in environmental
matters and a greater responsibility from
the Government In answering questions in
this House. The Government cannot have
the confidence of the people of the State
if 1t continually says, “There is no cause
for alarm’, but then as soon as something
hits the Press and the people start to worry
the Government says to pregnant mothers,
“It would be better if you did not eat more
than one meal of fish a week because we
do not know what could happen to your
unbern children.” ‘That Is a criminally ir-
responsible attitude, and the Government
should be censured for its Inabllity to
answer properly questions asked by myself
and the member for Rockingham. Because
of the Government's lack of action we do
not know wheat is happening in regard to
mercury in fish. We have to walt for Can-
berra to make a move, and then the Gov-
ernment starts to wake up. It is no wonder
that some people question whether there
s a need for Canberra to exert greater
control. I do not say the need s there,
but we have ourselves to blame for the
fact that it is sometimes thought the Gov-
ernment In Canberra {s the only Govern-
ment.

We then come to the question of dlel-
drin. In response to queries I have raised
in this House and elsewhere, the Minister
for Agriculture sald that there was a ban
on certain chlorinated hydrocarbons in re-
lation to food crops. I do not know what
the vocabulary of the Minister for Agricul-
ture is Hke, but he certainly does not give
the word “ban” the same meaning as I
give it. In a reply to a question asked
about a week ago he said that dieldrin is
used to control black beetle in potato crops.
It 1s true that dieldrin is put in the fur-
rows hefore the planting, but dieldrin has
a half-life of 2.3 years and I do not sup-
pose the farmers would dust for black
beetle five or six years hefore the crop
is put In. So there Is certainly no ban
on the use of chlorinated hydrocarbons,
with their high degree of persistency and
toxicity, on food crops.

When we are glven assurances of this
type, and we see this strange use of the
English language, it emphasises the need
for a committee system.
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It has been said that the Tonkin Govern-
ment did not accept the report of the
Select Committe of which I had the honour
to be chalrman. Members will remember
that report was brought down in September
of last year. Do Government members say
that in the two remaining months of the
session the Government could have rushed
through legislation and changed the sys-
tem? The Tonkin Government knew that
Parllament would rise within two months,
but it belleved that the following Parlia-
ment might be responsible enough to look
at this report and perhaps to introduce a
system of its own. It is quite specious to
say the Government did not act on the
report.

When I moved for the Select Committee
last year, my chlef supporter was the
Premler of the day. He got to his feet
and said, “Yes, we need a committee sys-
tem, and I am very glad that this motlon
has been moved.” The Government ac-
cepted the proposal of a Select Committee
to look into the matter and I believe that
had the Tonkin Government been returned
to power this year, we would have seen our
State Government insfituting a committee
system along the Ilines suggested. Of
course, we cannot prove that either way,
and 1t is chiidish to say to us now, “You
did not do it, and neither will we.”

The test we have to apply to this issue is
to ask ourselves whether 1t is a worth-while
move, and should we agree to it rather than
indulge In this schoolboy habit of name-
calling,

Protection of the environment is the
most important matter that can come
before this Chamber. It is our responsi-
hility to legislate wisely, and to utilise all
the expertise avallable. I believe that con-
cern for the environment should be on a
tripod. As I said fn my previous speech,
the tripod should be made up of the public,
the Environmental Protection Authority
and the whole machinery of government,
and Parliament, with its expert committee,
as the third component of the triped. This
1s our responsibility and I do not see how
we can run away from it. We cannot
abrogate our responsibility,

If membhers care to look at the legisla-
tion that has been passed in this Parlia-
ment over the last decade, they will see
many ways in which it impinges on the
environment. Legislation passed here has
had a serious effect on our environment,
and I do not believe that legislators sitting
in this place had the necessary know-
ledge or, by calling expert opinion before
a committee, made themselves aware of
the degree to which the environment would
be affected by the various agreements
brought here and passed. We are legis-
lators. The question is: Are we to legislate
out of ighorance, nr are we to legislate out
of knowledge? It is not good enough for us
to say, “Leave it to the experts.”
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I wish to cite the very famous, or in-
famous example, of Vietnam. At the time
of the Vietnam controversy, people were
inclined to say, “All the members of the
Menzies Government, the Holt Govern-
ment, and so on, know what they are
doing.” However, in actual faet it has
been revealed very clearly since then that
the Ministers of those Governments had
their own portfolios and they said in turn,
““Menzies, Holt, and Sir Paul Hasluck know
what they are doing.” The Ministers took
the view that their leaders knew what they
were doing and they believed their con-
cern was with their own particular port-
folios. Each Minister was concerned about
his own portfolio, whether it was Health or
Primary Industry, and so we went into
Vietnam with just two Ministers pushing
the barrow. These two Ministers were con-
vinced of the need for our entry into Viet-
nam whilst the other Ministers felt, “It is
not really my portfolio; I will trust the
judgment of my leaders.” It is not good
enough for us to say, “"We will trust the
Minister for Conservation and Environ-
ment.”

Mr Stephens: You are not on the motion
now; I think you have introduced new
material.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: Is the Minister ris-
ing on a point of order?

Mr Stephens: No, I am just letting you
know.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I thank the Minister;
it had escaped me. The point is that we in
this place are responsible. It js not good
enough for us to give the responsibility
to someone else.

We often hear the remark that Aus-
tralia follows the British traditions in
Parliament. I believe the Premier prides
himself on following certain aspects of the
British tradition, It is not a British tradi-
tion to have no committee system. Since
1882 the British tradition of Parliament
has been to have a committee system in
the House of Commons.

Sir Charles Court: Yes, it has 600 mem-
hers.

Mr A, R. TONKIN: It is no good saying
that the House of Commons has 600 mem-
bers. A conservative, whe does not want
to do anything, will always work out which
question to ask so that he is given a
negative answer. But the conservative
would not say, “What about the Senate, it
has 60 members and that is roughly com-
parable with owr numbers.” The HBouse of
Commons has a committee systern and
each committee has 50 members—one-
twelfth of the number of members of the
House of Commons, What we are think-
ing of here is a standing committee com-
posed of five members—approximately one-
tenth of the members of this House. I
think that is within our capacity. Even the
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smallest shire council eperates with a com-
mittee system. If members think of their
own shire councils they will realise that
my remarks are true. Our shire councils
could not operate without a committee
system; that is, a health committee, and
a committee for this, and a committee for
that, The Bassendean Shire Council looks
after only four square miles of territory
and yet it has a committee system. But
the Parliament of Woestern Australia,
logking after one million square miles of

territory, does not have a commitiee
system. This is a deplorable state of
affairs.

By accepting this motion the Govern-
ment has a chance to enter the histery
books as a Government which made a
move to make this House more dynamic in
the same way that the sleepy old Senate
has beenh rejuvenated over the last four or
five years. It is now a dynamic House of
inquiry because of its committee system.

I know that members opposite squeal
like mad when they are called ‘Conserva-
tives”. I know that when I and other
members call them Conservatives they
say that they are not Conservatives. This is
an opportunity for Government members
to show that they are progressive and not
conservative, After all, the idea of a com-
mittee system was accepted in Britain in
1882, and Britain is not considered to be
a very revolutionary country.

I invite members opposite to come into
the last quarter of the 20th century. We
are entering the last quarter and it is
about time this Government looked as
though it was in the last quarter. Or will
the Government use its toe-first system of
seeing whether the water is cold—by first
putting in its big toe? Must we always
wait for cther States; must we always look
over our shoulder like scared grey mice
to see what other States will do? Why
can we not lead the Stafes?

Mr Sibson: In many areas, we do.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Yes, in many areas
we do; let us make this another. As a
matter of fact, even if we approved the
appointment of a standing commitiee, we
still would not lead South Australia, which
has a committee system. Why do we al-
ways have to wait for the other States?
I kelieve in public involvement with par-
llamentary decisions and a committez
system which could hear evidence from all
interested hodies wouid actually help to
show the public that we are prepared to
listen to the submissions of the Deople.
Intevested perseons and organisations could
put submissions to us on legislation hefore
the House on environmental matters gene-
rally., It is time we opened this place to
the sunlight and to the pecple of Western
Australia. It is their Parliament and their
State and if we established a committee of
this kind we could listen to these people.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Liberal Party advertisements for the
last State election talked about open Gov-
ernment and showed hands reaching for
the telephone. I wonder how many people
tcok those advertisements seriously, and
in fact how many members opposite took
them seriously. I have not heard of them
since the election. Open Government!
What about a bit of open Government
now? What about a bit of action?

Mr Clarko: The Federal Government in-
creased the charge for telephone calls, so
tlllje people cannot afford to use the tele-
phone.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Let us forget about
the Federal Government. It is easy to
blame a scapegeat for everything, but that
is a sigh of weakness. Let us be men and
take the responsibility for our actions. I
do not know how members opposite are
going to blame the Federal Government
for not accepting this motion; but they
are ingenious and they will try. It will be
interesting to see how they twist the entire
issue at a later stage.

I suppose these Liberal Party advertise-
ments will be trotted out before the next
election, but I wonder how many neople
will believe them then. 1 challenge the
Premier and the Government o show their
sincerity on the environment and on open
Government. If members opposite say they
are sincere on these issues, I suggest to
themn that most of the people of Western
Australia would not agree. This is a way
the Government could show it is sincere,
if ever there were a way,

Conservation bodies throughout Western
Australia support the appointment of this
standing committee. I wonder whether the
Minijster for Conservation and Environ-
ment knows this. In fact, I wonder whe-
ther the Premier and the D2nuty Premier
know that conservation bodies support this
motion. I have received a telegram from
the Southern Regional Conservation Cou-
¢il which states—

Support your move to form parlia-
mentary committee on conservation.

A telegram from the Secretary of the Aus-
tralian Wild Life Conservation Committee
states—

We support your maove for the estab-
lishment of a parliamentry standing
committee on conservation and the
environment.

A telegram from the Kojonup Environ-
mental and Ecological Protection Society
states—

Congratulations this organisation
welcomes move gives full support to
concept of parliamentary standing
committee on conservation.

Are these the left-wing organisations that
the Premier talked about during the debate
on the fuel and energy legislation? I sup-
pose this would be his attitude, consider-
ing the telegrams and letters were sent to
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me, I received a letter from the Tree So-
ciety which, in part, states—

We congretulate you on your enter-
prise and hope that you will succeed
in securing a Parliamentary Standing
Committee to collate information
which would assist Politicians in mak-
ing decisions relating to conservation
and preservation of the environment.

The Society for the Preservation of King's
Park and the Swan River wrote as fol-
lows—

We feel the establishment of such &
Standing Commitiee could only bene-
fit members, particularly as the sub-
ject, conservation and preservation of
the environment is such & relatively
new concept.

Of course, the Premier will not listen to
these unwelcome reminders that the people
of this State want such a standing com-
mittee for which I have moved. The letter
continues—

Your propesal has our full support.

Roleystone Environment 2000 sent me a
letter stating that members of that asso-
clation supported my move. A telegram
from the Avieultural and Wild Life Asso-
clation states—

In accordance with your move for the
establishment of a parliamentary
standing committee on conservation
and the environment you have the full
support of the Avicultural and Wild
Life Association whlch has a member-
ship of well over 1000 in WA.

Kevin Bligh, of the Australian Conserva-
tion Foundation sent me a telegram which
states—

I support your motion for standing
committee and believe the ACF would
too0,

The West Australian Wildflower Soclety
(Inc.) sent me & letter which states—

The West Australian Wildflower
Society wishes to strongly support
yvour proposal that a Parllamentary
Standing Committee on Conservation
should be set up.

In recent years a great deal of land
has been cleared for farming and min-
ing, and this is likely to continue. In
the course of this development the
Indigenous flora of the State Is being
steadily depleted, and some species
have already reached survival levels
which are close to extinction. It is
therefore considered that the estab-
lishment of such a Standing Com-
mittee as you propose is now urgent as
far as flora protection is concerned,
The existence of this Committee would
provide a channel for communicafion
between our Society and the Legis-
lature,

21m

I have received communications from one
dozen organisations to this effect and 1
point them out to the Premier and the
Minister to support my motion. These
organisations are not in conservation for
political reasons because it is a popular
issue; they are ordinary men and women
who realise that conservation is a vital
subject, They are sincere and believe in
the establishment of a standing committee
on the environment.

Mr Shalders: Can I ask you whether
their support was solicited or spontaneous?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not ktiow what
the honourable member means by spon-
taneous action, or whether he has ever
seen any spontaneous action; I have not.
These people held their meetings and let
me know of their support for my motion.
Ever since I moved the motion, I have
received letters and telegrams of support. I
do not know what the member means by
spontaneous action; rather, it was a con-
sidered action by organisations, not indivi-
duals, so in that respeet it was not spon-
taneous. The organisations came together
to discuss the proposal and decided accord-
ingly. However, I am running short of
time, and I must not be side-tracked.

I wonder whether the Premier does not
want this committee and has instructed
his Minister not to support it because con-
servation issues get too close to the
Premier’s god of development. I wonder
if this is the reasen the Premier will not
allow his Minister or his hack-benchers to
vote for my motion. Or is there to be in the
so-called best Liberal Party fradition the
free vote that we hear so much about?

Sir Charles Court: We thought about
environmental protection and acted on it
before you had ever heard of it., Do not
talk rot.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Premier. What about the present motion
before the House? Are members of the
Liberal Party allowed to have a free vote?

8ir Charles Court: We told you why we
opposed the motion. The Government is
opposing the motion for good reason, and
the Minister gave those reasons.

Mr Stephens: If you cared to lcok, you
would see that conservation and the en-
vironment will receive a much greater ap-
propriation in the coming year than was
allocated to this area in the past. That
should give.you an answer,

Sir Charles Court: We believe in action.

Mr Taylor: You have not answered the
questions asked of you by the member for
Morley.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: I am pleased that
members opposite are people of action.

Sir Charles Court: Have a look at our
record.



2172

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I will have a look
at it; do not worry.

Mr Taylor: What does it show-—expen-
diture and nothing else?

Mr Stephens: Concern.
Sir Charles Couri: Concern and action.
Mr Taylor: Expenditure only.

Mr A. B. TONKIN: The Premier stated
that he had been concerned about environ-
mental matters before I had ever heard
of them. I do not know how the Premier
could possibly know when I first thought
about environmental matters, because I do
not know myself. He must be a mind reader,
and I congratulate him. I do not know
whether he was talking about the Physical
Environment Protection Act of 1970—a
pathetic piece of paper which did not even
contain a single penalty. Is that the sort
of environmental action the Premier pro-
poses to take?

Sir Charles Court: Talk sense! You do
not have to have penalties to make an
Act work.

Mr A. R, TONKIN: Let the Premier in-
troduce a Traffic Act or a Police Act with-
out penalties.

Sir Charles Court: Do not be absurd!

Mr A, R. TONKIN: Of course, the Pre-
mier says it is absurd; so was his Physical
Environment Protection Act. It was quite
absurd.

Sir Charles Court: You are making a
complete fool of yourself with the non-
sense you are carrying on with in this
House.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: No penalties! That
is how sincere members opposite were
about environmental matters. They put
some inebriate in gaol! as a penalty and
fine someone for jay walking, yet members
opposite do not consider that an Act deal-
ing with the environment should contain
penalties, Frankly, such a situation leads
me to use the word “hypocrisy”.

Sir Charles Court: You wasted 12
months; you did not even proclaim the
law.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It was not worth
proclaiming a law without penalties.

Sir Charles Court: Oh, rot!

Mr A. B. TONKIN: Of course ii is rot,
because a law without penalties is rot.
Let us not waste the time of the House in
talking about the concern of members op-
posite for the environment because we
have already seen a demonstration of that
cancern. Go down to Kwinana and see
evidence of this Government's concernf
Look at the gypsum in Cockburn Sound!

Sir Charles Court: Why did you retain
the director we appolnted?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I am not criticising
the director.

Mr B. T. Burke: Why did you keep the
same motorcycles that our policemen used?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Exactly! The direc-
tor would not have been able to operate
properly under the legislation introduced
by the Liberal Government, because that
legislation did not have any guts or teeth.
I believe the Opposition has shown itself
to be concemmed with the environment
and with the sovereigniy of Parliament
The Opposition believes that Parliament
should have some kind of machinery by
which it could examine legislation of an
environmental nature and this is why we
betieve in the appointment of a standing
committee on conservation and the en-
vironment. Legislation dealing with the
environment needs to be framed by ex-
perts and the Government must be pre-
pared to listen to the opinions of experts
in this field. The Opposition believes this
motion is worthy of subport because the
environment is the most important issue
confronting us today.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result—

Ayes—19

Mr Barnett Mr Fletcher

Mr Bateman Mr Hartrey

Mr Beriram Mr T. H. Jones

Mr Bryce Mr May

Mr B. T. Burke Mr Mclver

Mr T. J. Burke Mr Skidmore

Mr Carr Mr Taylor

Mr Davies Mr A. R. Tonkin

Mr H. D. Evana Mr Moller

Mr T. D. Evans (Teiler)
Noes—235

Mr Blaikle Mr Nanovich

Sir David Brand Mr O'Connor

Mr Clarko Mr O1d

Sir Charles Court Mr O°Nell

Mr Coyne Mr Ridge

Mrs Cralg Mr Rushton

Mr Crane Mr Bhalders

Dr Dadour Mr Blbson

Mr Grayden Mr Sodeman

Mr Grewar Mr Stephens

Mr Laurance Mr Watt

Mr McPharlin Mr Young

Mr Mensaros (Teiler)

Palrs

Noes
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Thompson
Mr Cownn

Ayes
Mr Jamieson
Mr J. T. TonEln
Mr Harman

Question thus negatived.
Mation defeated.
STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.
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UNEMPLOYMENT

Want of Confidence in Government:
Amendment to Motion

Debate resumed, from the 18th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr J. T.
Tonkin (Leader of the Opposition)—

In the opinion of this House, be-
cause the Premier said if given the
opportunity to perform he would solve
the problem of unemployment within
six months, and would be prepared to
stake his reputation on success and
as the State Government has proved
incapable of preventing the serious in-
crease in unemployment which has
taken place and is fast approaching
a record level since the Government
assumed office, it no longer has the
confidence of this House,

from which all words after the word “be-
cause” have been deleted.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Premier) [5.16 pm.]1: I move an amend-
ment—

Ingert in lieu of the words previ-
ously the following—

the policies of the Commonwealth
Government have—

1. seriously aeggraveted infla-
tion to a point where it has
become a national economic
crisis,

2. foread the State Govern-
ment to impose steep in-
creases in taxes and charges
with the prospect of more
to follow if the State finan-
cial position is to remain
stable,

3. withdrawn incentive from
basic primary producing
agricultural and mining in-
dustries,

4, frustrated resource develop-
ment programmes and dam-
aged public confidence,

5. forced up interest rates to
unprecedented levels with
devastating results for home
buyers and industrial ex-
pansion,

it has produced a disturbingly
high level of unemployment with,
on its own admission, worse to
follow. For this the Commonwealth
Government is deserving of the
condemnation of this House and
further, in the opinion of this
House, the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should expedite the pro-
gramme of Commonwealth-State
co-operation offered by the States
to prepare a national strategy to
defeat the present scourge of in-
flation.

The SPEAKER: Is there a seconder?

2173

Mr McPHARLIN: Yes, Mr Speaker, I
second the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result—

Ayes—25
Mr Blajkie Mr Nanovich
Sir David Brand Mr O'Connor
Mr Clarko Mr Old
Sir Charles Court Mr O'Neil
Mr Coyne Ridge
Mrs Cralg Mr Rushton
Mr Crane Mr Bhalders
Dr Dadour Mr 8ikaon
Mr Grayden Mr Sademan
Mr Grewar Mt SBtephens
Mr Laurance Mr watt
Mr McPharliin Mr Young
Mr Mensaros { Telle
Neoes—18
Mr BEarnett Mr Fletcher
Mr Bateman Mr Hartrey
Mr Bertram Mt T, H. Jones
Mr Bryce Mr May
Mr T. J. Burke Mr MclIver
Mr Cart Mr Skldmore
Mr Davies Mr Taylor
Mr H. D. Evans Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr T. D. Evans Mr Moiler
{ Teller)
Palrs
Ayes Noes

Mr Jamieson
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Harman

Amendment thus passed.

Mr Thompson
Mr Cowan

Motion, as Amended.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Moiler,

INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AND HYGIENE
Inquiry by Select Cominittee! Motion

Debate resumed, from the 2nd October,
on the following motion by Mr Harman—

That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to investigate all aspects of
industrial safety and hygiene, the
effectiveness of present legislation ana
administrative practices, the current
industrial safety training programmes,
the foreseeable needs and report ac-
cordingly.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [6.23 pm.l:
The motion before the House seeks the
appointment of a Select Committee to in-
vestigate all aspects of industrial safety
and hyglene, the effectiveness of present
legislation and administrative practices,
the current industrial safety training pro-
grammes, the foreseeable needs and to
report accordingly.

One could perhaps say that on looking
at industrial safety in Western Australia
we do not have a very good record when
we consider our endeavours to inculcate
not onily into the employer, but also into
the employee some sense of responsibility.
In saying that I am referring not only to
the employver’s own particular needs, but
also to the particular needs of a worker.
In regard to what has been achieved in the
matter of industrial safety, perhaps the
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appointment of a Select Cammitiee would
not he needed to inquire into the wide
general aspect of safety.

Howzver when we look a little deeper
into the question and review the need to
achieve the objective I have suggested,
we encounter many wide fields of en-
deavour in the matter of industrial safety.
Tor the information of members I will
qucis some of the organisations that exist
in Western Australia to ensure that efforts
to maintain industrial safety are not only
made, but perhaps could be pursued with
greater effect than has been achieved in
the cast. Under the chairmanship of the
Minister for Labour and Industry we have
the Industrial Safety Advisory Committee,
on which are representatives of the follow-
ing—

Industrial Foundation for Accident
Prevention

W.A. Employers Federation

Perth Chamber of Commerce

W.A. Chamber of Manufactures

Trades and Labor Council

Director of Technical Education

Secretary for Labour

Arisng from the deliberations of that
body there would he & shedding of respon-
sibilitvy ameng various cther Government
statutory authorities which are involved in
the fleld of industrial safety and accident
prevention. The following Government
statutory authorities also come under the
jurisdiction of the Minister for Labour
and Industry—

Insnection of Machinery Branch
Shops and Factories Branch
Inspection of Scaffolding Branch

We would surely agree that they cover a
very diverse fleld of industrial activity.

There are also many Acts which affect
a worker in so far as his safety, hygiene,
and the effectiveness of what may be
achieved in this fleld are conecerned. When
one realises the number of Government
instrumentalities and committees that
exist at present in Western Australia, one
can hardly believe we have such a state
of affairs in this State in relation to in-
dustrial safety and accident prevention,
‘because we are entirely without purpose
in trying to understand the human suffer-
ing that results from industrial accidents;
and surely human suffering is something
that sheculd be avoided if at all possible.
‘To achieve this we must have a work force
that possesses the necessary expertise.

When one realises the total number of
inspectors employed in the various depart-
ments to administer the question of in-
dustrial safety throughout Western Aus-
tralia one wonders whether they would
ever be able to achjeve the objectives they
should to alleviate human suffering by
endeavouring to reduce the number of in-
dustrial accidents.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A great deal has been said on the ques-
tion of strlkes occasioned by industrial
organisations, and the numbper of man-
hours lost following industrial disputation
by workers, but later in the closing stages
of my speech I shall quote some figures
which I am sure will indicate t0 members
that there is 2 much greater and more
insidious cause of the loss of man-hours
in industry in Western Australia as a
result of injuries sustained by workers In
the industrial scene. These figures are
irrefutable, because it will be shown that
they are obtalned from statistics compiled
by the Department ¢of Labour.

In retutrning to the personnel of the
various branches that come under the
Minister for Labour and Industry and
who are Involved in the question of Indus-
trial safety, I would point ocut that the
total number of inspectors employed in all
those branches is 70. In the Inspection
of Machinery Branch there is one deputy
chief inspector and there are 33 inspectors,
making a total of 34. In the Factories and
Shops Branch there is one deputy
chief inspector and 21 inspectors, making
a total of 22, and in the Inspection of
Secaffolding Branch there is one deputy
chief Inspector and 13 Inspectors. 1In
speaking of the last figure if one were
superstitious, one might suggest that 13
represents an unlucky number but one
would not consider the figure of 13 with
superstition when it relates to the number
of scaffoiding inspectors employed, be-
cause in my opinion that number of in-
spectors is quite inadequate to cover
industrial safety in this field.

Therefore one could safely say that a
Select Committee could direct its inquiries
towards that fleld alone to look at what
expertise is avallable in this and other
areas and to inquire whether there is a
need for more inspectors to be appointed.
I honestly think there is available to us
already sufficient Information to justify a
demand hbeing made on the Government
for an increase in the number of inspec-
tors to cover the field of Industrial safety.
In saying that I am not criticlsing any
particular Government—either a Labor
Government or a Liberal-Country Party
Government—on this issue, because surely
human life and suffering should ke placed
above party politics.

Mr Grayden: The member for May-
lands said there were 12 Government in-
spectors and you are saying that there is
a total of 70.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will quote the figures
given to me by the Minister’'s own depart-
mental officers. If they are wrong, T am
S0ITY.

Mr Grayden:
lands—

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not concerned
with the member for Maylands. ‘The
Minister can have a go at him when he

The member for May-
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has the opportunity. If he wishes to re-
fute my figures, fair enough; I could be
wrong. What I am saying is that the
member for Maylands has nothing to do
with my speech. The Minister is at Iib-
erty to query my figures so if he will just
leave the member for Maylands ouf of it
Y will get on with my speech.

Mr Grayden: The member for May-
lands has quoted different figures.

Mr SKIDMORE: As I have said on pre-
vious occasions, I do not object to in-
tellicent interjections referring to my
speech, but I do object quite strenuously
to interjections which have no bearing
whatever on my speech. If I present any-
thing to this House in the belief that
what I say is correet, and any Minister
wishes to correct me, 1 will accept it. No-
one wishes to mislead the House, and I
know the Minister is not implylng that.

Mr Grayden: Are you implying thai the
70-0dd are not keeping abreast of develop-
ments throughout the world?

Mr SKIDMORE: No. If the Minister
had listened to me he would have heard
me say that I belleve the 13 inspectors
could he better informed if a Select Com-
mittee were established to investigate
areas in this State, in this country, and
overseas, so that they would be better In-
formed to do their job.

Mr Grayden: They already keep abreast
of what is happening overseas.

Mr SKIDMORE: That is very good. I
am Dleased to hear it and perhaps the
Minister will elaborate on what he has
said when he has the opporfunity.

Mr Grayden: They are keeping abreast
of what occurs throughout the world.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will demonstrate
that keeping abreast Is just not good
enough in today’s age.

Mr Sodeman: That is what we reckon
sbout inflation.

Mr SKIDMORE: That is the sort of
interjection I would put in the classic
idiot ecategory.

Mr Sodeman:
are an expert.

Mr SKIDMORE: Someone is talking
about inflation when I am wishing to make
a contribution on industrial safety. It
brings me back to what I said earlier; that
is, for heaven’s sake let us be a little
reasonable. We are not dealing with in-
flation, but with people’s lives—human
dignities and the suffering sustained as a
result of industrial accidents. I am trying
to demonstrate that a Select Committee is
needed to alleviate the suffering of pecple
who have been injured in industry.

The SPEAKER: It is sometimes wise to
ignore interjections.

Mr SEIDMORE: Regarding the gues-
tion of the tralning of our industrial people
in the flelds of endeavour, one would look

¥You ought to know, you
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at the questlon of the areas in which it is
suggested the Select Commitiee could
ascertain whether or not the present legis-
lation and means of training available to
us are being eflectively utilised. Quite
frankly 1 do not believe they are. I can-
sider that a Select Committee would have
o veory good fleld in which to move to
establish that separate training away from
the existing training is the essential re-
quirement to educate both the worker and
the employer in the fields of indusirial
safety,

The Workers' Compensation Act was
amended to include a section 14A which
now provides that the board may engage
in and carry on the education and instruc-
tion in accident prevention and first aid
work of workers and others and may im-
part such education and Instruction by
demonstration, exhibits, lectures, classes,
and so on.

Here we have a board which, under its
own Act, is able to engage in and carry on
the education of workers, and no avail is
made of the legislation. The Government
m_al~_res no effort to use it. I am not being
critical in that I am not merely saying,
“Why In the heck do you not use it?” I
am asking, “Has it not been used because
it has some faults inherent in it?” It does
not matter who introduced the legislation.
I am trying to avoid that issue. A Select
Committee could have a look and see
whether within the confines of that Act
we can educate our workers in industry.
When we reslise that demonstrations,
exhibits, lectures, and so on may be used
in order to teach workers about industrial
§afgty. we realise it is a far-reaching sub-
ject,

Mr Grayden: You are obviously not
aware of what is done at the moment.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will come to that
later.

Mr Grayden: I will tell you later on
what is being done.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have a fair idea, too,
because I happened to be a representative
on the Industria! Foundation for Accident
Prevention up to the time of my jolning
this particular area of endeavour. So I do
have a knowledge of the subject.

Mr Grayden: We will find out what you
do know because you are not being very
fair at the moment.

Mr SKIDMORE: The member for Swan
will not set himself up as being an expert
on anything, but 1 can honestly say that I
try to present an issue to this House with-
in my knowledge and ability and if what I
say fails to come up to the Minister's ex-
pectations, I am terribly sorry. I hope he
will bear with me,

Mr Laurance: You mean You know
more and more gbout less and less.

Mr SKIDMORE: This eould be.
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_ Mr Taylor: That would sum the Min-
ister up to a “t”.

Mr SKIDMORE: That again is a classic
example of a time when I could reply if
I desired, but I cannot be bothered because
I wish to continue with the subject of the
establishment of a Select Committee and
the areas 1t could investigate. Some of
these I have mentioned. For instance, I
referred to the training of our people and
I will come back to that later on for the
benefit of the Minister who feels I am not
being fair about this situation.

I have here a 1973 report which covers
the field of industrial safety. I think the
report was issued by the Department of
Labour, and under the heading of “Indus-
trial Safety” is a section which covers
about two-thirds of a page of a report
totalling some 20 or 30 pages. That is the
sum total of comment on industrial safety.
Surely it is the function of the Depart-
ment of Labour to present some informa-
tion on industrial safety. One wonders
whether a Select Committee would get very
much information out of the department
to enable it to perform a worth-while
function,

Again I am not wishing to criticlse that
section of the report. I merely Indicate
its inadequacies.

Mr Grayden: It is not the function of
the report to go into that. It is a con-
densed summary.

Mr SKIDMORE: It appears that the
report is unable to establish to any degree
what has been achieved by the Depart-
ment of Labhour in the fleld of industrial
safety. I agree that the report 1s con-
densed and I am pleased the Minister has
drawn this to my notice because it is my
intention to enlarge on it later so that he
will not be disappointed. Now I have two
points in regard to which I must satisfy
him; one is the question of the report
which is purely a summary; and the other
is the question of the training which has
been undertaken. However, putting those
two items aside for the moment I want to
try to establish that a Select Committee
is an urgent necessity because it would
have much more ability to roam far and
wide to ascertain what is required.

People at the top, like Ministers for
Labour, Secretaries for Labour, chief in-
spectors, and other inspectors, are very
busy and I do not denigrate them for one
moment. They do a tremendous job under
great difficuities. However, when we con-
sider how far they can go we find there
is a cut-off point. They are unable to go
any further in acquiring knowledge con-
cerning scaffolding or whatever the subject
might be. There must be many aspects
requiring attention and particularly in the
building industry which is almost in a
state of chaos at the moment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

We could perhaps reflect on the ever-
present problem of trade unions which
decide that a safety issue is of such im-
portance to them and to their members
that they determine their members must
go on strike. 1t is a terrible situation when
this occurs and is one of which membhers
surely must be aware. It Is an untenable
situation and is one which we should not
accept as being the answer, hecause strikes
are never the answer.

Mr Grayden: When was the last inci-
dent to your knowledge?

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 am speaking in
general terms and I am stating that these
strikes occur. The question of when they
occur is not relevant. It is a fact that
they do occur at a certain time.

Mr Grayden: When did the last one
occur?

Mr SKIDMORE: I cannot tell the Min-
ister because quite frankly I do not know
but, if the Minister will be patient, he
will realise that it is not germane to
what I am trying to say. The question of
workers going out on an issue of safety
is very important and well recognised. I
can quote some incidents. For instance,
on the Tth July there was a dispute on
the oil drilling rig Margie. The dispute
was over safety.

Mr Grayden: Can you tfell us what the
incident was?

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not intend to do
so, but if the Minister would llke to read
the letter, I will give it to him.

Mr Taylor: Ask the Minister a gquestion
without notice tomorrow, and let him tell
the House.

Mr SKIDMORE: The leiter indicates
that a question of safety exercised the
minds of the workers to such an extent
that they determined that they should go
on strike and a reading of the circum-
stances will reveal that a logical reason
existed for thelr doing so and the decislons
taken at that time and later vindicated
the workers.

I wonder whether a Select Committee
could at that time have had & look at
the problems which had ¢bviously existed
on these particular rigs for a long time
and done something about it.

Safety is also very important in the iron
ore industry. Having made quite a few
visits to the areas concerned because I
had relatives working in the industry, I
find myself aware of the absolute neces-
sity for safety in thai industry. The min-
ing companies in the north are very
censcious of their responsibility, which
they accept. They ensure that the workers
are not subjected to any unsafe conditions.
At the same time there is sometimes a
slip-up and unforeseen sets of circum-
stances arize and problems occur. In some
cases death to the worker results. This is



[Wednesday, ¢ October, 19741

because of an error of judgment, but
by whom? 1s it by the worker, the em-
ployer, the safety officer, or management?
No. It is an error of judgment by Govern-
ments which will not accept responsibility
for the establishment of a Select Commit-
tee which could possibly have prevented
such a fatality as a result of an investiga-
tion and a revelation of the problems.

Mr Grayden: In the letter you handed
me there is nothing about prevention. It
is all ahout after-care at hospitals, and
so0 on.

Mr SKIDMORE: I will not answer the
interjection because it would take me right
away from the relevancy of my remarks.
I am speaking about the appointment of
a Select Committee and I do not wish
to argue the pros and the cons of what
is in the document.

Mr Grayden: You are misleading the
House.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister says that
I am misleading the House. Unfortunately
my time is limited as I have only 45
minutes. However, perhaps it would be
worth mv while to answer the Minister
whno says that I am misleading the House,
1 indicated that I submitted a document
which shows there was a disputation re-
garding safety and the question of work-
ers’ safety on a rig. The Minister says I
have mislead the House. If he will return
the document to me I will point out why
the document concerns safety.

Mr Gravden: It is sll sbout what oe-
curred after the fatality. For instance they
want a double door at the hospital.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have been challenged
by the Minister who says that the docu-
ment has nothing to do with safety.

Mr Grayden: It does not have anything
to do with accident prevention.

Mr SKIDMORE: Portion of the docu-
ment reads—

The men also want an assurance
that in the event of an emergency
due to serious accident, and a heli-
copter 1s summoned to do a night
flight to take the injured worker to
hospital, that all things being equal
weather wise, and condition wise that
that helicopter would make the trip to
the rig to take that worker off so as
further treatment could be given at a
hospital.

Is it or Is it not a matter of safety?

Mr Grayden: The accident has hap-
pened.

Mr SKIDMORE: What is the differ-
ence?

Mr Grayden: That has nothing to do
with what we are talking about.

Mr Taylor: Look at the terms of the
motion.

115
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The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Swan.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister leaves
me completely behind because of his in-
ability to absorb anything other than what
he wishes to debate. I left that question
about 12 minutes ago, as Hansard will
reveal.

I now turn to the aspect of safety on
construction sites which a Select Com-
mittee could lock into. The Trades and
Labor Council appointed a board known
as the Construction Safety Board to under-
take a survey of some of the industrial
and construction sites in the metropolitan
area—15 of them. I do not intend to read
the list but I am prepared to table it
s0 that the Minister can see the wide
range of problems associated with indus-
trinl safety. Again, I merely say a com-
mittee could look lnto these matters and
certainly should be able to come up with
far better answers than are coming up at
the present time. Surely it is not neces-
sary to walt untll someone is injured
before we try to prevent an accident. Why
do we have s0 many accidents?

Mr Grayden: Have you been to Cham-
berlains or to the railways to see what they
are doing?

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 have the greatest re-
spect for the General Manager of Cham-
berlains (Mr Adams), who sat with me
for many months on the Industrial Found-
ation for Accident Prevention. His record
in safety is outstanding and I take my hat
off to him, but the fact that one firm is
conscious of its responsibilities does not
mean all firms are. These documents re-
veal otherwise. I could quote one Govern-
ment department which has an absolutely
wonderful record in safety—the best I have
seen for some time. I give credit to the
department; its records are impeccable and
far betier than those which were made
available to me when 1 tried to check the
statistics and analyse the accidents in in-
dustry. I will come to that at the ap-
propriate time.

The question of safety on the Rocking-
ham Hospital site was a cause of disputa-
tion for a long time. A policeman was
stationed there at a period of extreme
difficulty during the industrial dispute in
order to ensure the workers did not do
any damage, and so on. What were the
reasons for disputation? The records
Teveal—

(1) Extremely poor erection of secaf-
fold around access stalrway. Scaf-
fold plpes not of required dia-
meter, top handrail consisted of
a piece of siring.

I come back to the point I made in regard
to the harrassed inspectors—only 13 are
avallable to go around to consiruction sites
to ensure these matters are attended to. I
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am not criticlsing the inspectors, but this

1s the sltuation which exists. The report
continues—
(2) Lack of handrails in certain
places.
(3) Some handrails inadequate and
dangerous.

(4) Power leads laying in water all
over the site.

(5) Power operated tools in use in
wet conditions.

(8) Oxy cutting equipment laying
about in wet and hazardous con-
ditions.

(7) Inadequate working platforms on
steel erection work.

(8) Poor attempts to arrest water
problem—men working in water
and slush on all floors.

(9) Site foreman alleges that a scaf-
folding inspector told him that a
kick board and a waist-high
handrail would be sufficlent guard-
ing on all lift well openings.

A committee has been set up to investigate
safety on lift wells and lifts, and one
might say it Is inadequately dealing with
safety.

Mr Grayden: From what document are
you reading now?

Mr SKIDMORE: The report of the
TLC's Construction Safety Board. Mr
Wheeler undertook a survey on behalf of
the Trades and Labor Counecil.

Mr Grayden: Has that been conveyed
to the Department of Labour?

Mr SKIDMORE: I understand it has.

Tabling of Documents

Mr GRAYDEN: Mr Speaker, may I ask
that these papers be tabled when the
honourable member has finished with
them?

Mr SKIDMORE: 1 am astounded that
the Minister does not listen. I said he
could have them.

Mr Grayden: I want them to be tabled.

The SPEAKER: The member for Swan

has indicated he is prepared to table the
papers.

Mr SKIDMORE: I said when I hegan
that T would table the papers.

Mr Sodeman: You sai@ “if he wants
them”. He is just telling you he wants
them.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Swan.

Debate Resumed
Mr SKIDMORE: The bhoard also made
a survey of the State Shipping Service,
which revealed—
(1) Power leads laying about the
decks in wet conditions (raining).

[ASSEMBLY.]

(2) Men working
hard hats,

(3) Men arc welding without protec-
tive screens.
(4) Boatswains
regulations.

Mr Grayden: Has that been forwarded
to the Department of Labour?

Mr SKIDMORE: I do not know, but if
the Minister wishes me to obtain that
information I will do so. If it has not
been forwarded to the department it
should have been.

Mr Grayden: Someone has been very
lax if it has not been.

Mr Bryce: It sounds like a good case
for an inquiry by a Select Committee.

Mr SKIDMORE: There are many other
instances. I will not go through them all
because my time is limited and I do not
wish to bore the House by reading a great
number of safety reports. I am saying
they reveal a terrible lack of ability to
understand many safety issues, on the part
of the employer or the worker who knows
and ignores them, or on the part of both of
them in not knowing. It is & question of
education, with which I will deal very
soon. It is a very important aspect of
safety which leads one to believe we really
need a Select Committee to deal with this
mattar,

I now come t¢ an incident which is
very relevant to the question new beiore
the Houge. On Tuesday, the 1Tth Septem-
ber, a veport under the heading “Six
brave men in fire drama” appeared in
The West Australicn. Workers were in-
side’ a tank where the scaffolding had
apparently eollapsed. They were caught
inside the tank in a flame of seme in*en-
sity and it wzas very difficult to ret them
out. In fact, the firemen had to go in
without their safety equipment on and
have it pazzed ithrcugh to them.

Surely that shows a leck of understand-
ing of safety measures. Obviously the sys-
tem is falling dcwn and is not taking
care of cur workers. Scmeone should have
had a look at this fank and found that
what was needed was either an escape
hateh at the top which could be welded
over afterwards, or a bigger door at the
bottom to enakle the firemen to get in.
A Select Committee would have found
thz answer to this probiem because it
would have had the time to do so. I do
not criticise the departmental officers or
tha workers—In fect, I admire them—but
there is obviously a lack of understanding.
If we had a Select Commitiee on indus-
trial safety the Premler, the Minister, and
Government members would ke far better
informed on these matters,

Mr Grayden: We are already informed.

Mr SKIDMORE: The Minister is one of
the most destructive people I have ever
met. Frequently, what he says does not

in holds without

chair contrary to
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assist. The member for Maylands says 13,
the Minister says 70-odd, and it does not
contribute to my argument. I do not mind
members interjecting because Hansard
will reveal that I am trying to show in all
honesty that there is a great need for
people to have a better understanding of
industrial safety in the interest of saving
life.

We can look at the statistics to see the
extent of the understanding of safety
matters.

Mr Grayden: There has been a great
improvement.

Mr SKIDMORE: I have been around for
a long time and the Minister’s remarks
will not worry me in the slightest because
I am prepared to show him at any time
that I have the capacity and the know-
ledge to answer any of his interjections
which bear on this debate.

I would like to move on to an area of
safety which has been sadly neglected by
all Governments in Western Australia;
that is, the dangers faced by divers.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has 10 minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: Divers are subjected
to tremendous stresses and strains in the
matter of safety. Construction safety reg-
ulations were drawn up in 1973 as a resuit
of an assessment by experts, no doubt in
an honest endeavour to mschieve the ulti-
meate degree of protection for divers in
any given situation of danger. One would
imagine that those regulations would give
divers a relatively trouble-free occupa-
tion; but that was not the case. Divers
have experienced near calamities, near
death, and tremendous stresses, and they
have suggested to the Trades and Labor
Council’s safety committee that the regu-
lations which were drawn up only in 1973
should be amended to provide for certain
conditions. The Minister may care to have
a look at the suggestions. I will check
whether the document can be made avail-
able {0 him.

In 1973 reeulations covering the diving
industry were drawn up, and in 1974 we
find they are inadequate, which demon-
strates there is a lack of understanding,
expertise, and knowledge. I am hot being
critical but I am saying a Select Commit-
tee would have the time to go into all
these matters in order to avoid the possi-
Ei]it;y of trouble in regard to safety in in-

ustry.

I want to conclude by speaking about
safety education. In this matter perhaps
we can be guided by a publication en-
titled Compensation and Rehabilitation in
Australia: Volume 2—Rehabilitation and
Safety, which is a report of the National
Commiittee of Inquiry. On page 120, under
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the heading ‘“Training”, paragraph 349

reads—

The submission of the Safety En-
gineering Society of Australasia polnted
out that—

'Australia now has the un-
enviable distinction of being al-
most, the only developed country
that still lacks tertiary education
in accident prevention.’

When one reads that one might say: Good
heavens, what is wrong with Australia?
It continues—

‘In America, for example, at
the most recent count in July,
1969, there were 1,012 courses that
were offered In some aspect of
accident prevention or safety man-
agement by universities or other
tertlary establishments. Australia
is, of course, a much smaller
community with one-twentieth of
the American population. It should
therefore, on a pro rata basis, have
gbout fAfty. To the hest of our
knowledge and belief, it has none’.

I repeat, “it has none.” The submission
continues—

‘A Certificate course in occupa-
tional safety was introduced by the
Education Department of Victoria
in 1968. Similar courses are being
considered by the appropriate
Education Departments of some
other States, and present indica-
tions are that these courses will
commence in Queensiand and
South Australia In 1974.

That commitiee ranged far and wide dur-
ing the course of its Inquiries, and it took
evidence in this State. Its report reveals
a complete lack of effort in regard to the
training of people in industrial safety.
Surely in that field alone there is reason
for the appointment of a Select Committee,
because Governments of the past have
falied to understand and acknowledge that
a problem exists which requires attention.

Mr Qrayden: Are you referring cnly to
the tertiary level?

Mr SKIDMORE: I am not speaking at
the tertiary level, I am speaking at the
level of the workers. If the Minister wants
to talk about the tertiary level I could
refer him fo the Indusirial Foundation for
Accident Prevention to show him what
safety courses are avallable to the working
man. To the best of my knowledge the
foundation has a forklft drivers' safety
course, and & course involving explosives in
the north. It has another course the name
of which escapes me at the moment. I
have not the document with me bhecause 1
felt it was not relevant to the debate on
this motion. On the other hand, many
other courses are avallable in respect of
accident prevention, but all of the instruc-
tion is aimed at the supervisory level, Many
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excellent courses are available for supervi-
sors, and these are of no value to the
workers. Many management courses are
available for industrial officers, but nothing
is available for the workers.

Mr Grayden: You are not aware of what
is being done.

Mr SEIDMORE: Mr Speaker, how much
time have I left?

The SPEAKER: You have another four
minutes.

Mr SKIDMORE: Thank you, Sir. I
would like to deal with some of the ques-
tions which came to my mind during the
speech made by the memher for Maylands
when introducing this motion. He said
that the Liberal Government deoes not
have a good record of approving the ap-
pointment of Select Committees, and that
he had mentioned this matter before
when he moved for the appointment of
another Select Committee. The Minister
for Labour and Industry then made the
following statement—

There has to be some reason for
the appointment of 2 Select Commit-
tee.

I do not disagree with that statement; I
think it 1s logical and reasonable, The
member for Maylands then said—

I agree. If Western Australia has a
record of some 30000 industrial acci-
dents each year, resulting in some 30
to 40 workers killed, that is a2 good
enough reason.

Mr Grayden: The figure was reduced
{rom 40 to 28 a year.

Mr SKIDMORE: I am coming to that;
the Minister should@ not rush his hurdles.
During the speech of the member for
Maylands the Minister again interjected
snd said—

Not if the number of workers killed
Is reduced irom 40 to 28, and con-
tinues to decrease. Is that not some
indication that something In this
direction is being done?

I have asked the Minister some questions
in this House apropos of the analyses of
statistics available for the purpose of
ascertaining how and where injurles are
sustained and whether hands, eves, feet,
legs, bodies, or deaths are involved. I
have not been able to secure an answer
to that question for the very good reason
that the statistics for 1972-73 have not
been published; the records supplied to the
statistician and the department are in-
complete owing to the fact that one of the
major insurance companies required under
the Workers' Compensation Act to sub-
mit a retorn has failed to do so because
of computerisation of its records.

S0 we have a situation in which the
figures for 1972-73 are not avallable to
us; and I wunderstand—and I received

[COUNCIL.]

my information as late as 14 hours ago—
the 1873-74 statistics from the same de-
partment are not yet available. So a
statement that the number of fatalities
will be reduced from 40 to 28 or 25 is
purely an assumption.

Mr Grayden: In the last instance the
figure was reduced from 40 to 28.

Mr Taylor: This year's fizures are not
yet published and last year’s figures are
not avaliable, so how can you say that?

Mr SKIDMORE: T would like to read
out the following figures which reveal the
number of fatal accidents which have oc-
curred in industry—

1967-68 . 18
1968-69 .. 28
1969-70 . 36
1970-71 Ca 40
1971-72 28

That Is the table used by the Minister to
prove that fatalities have decreased. He
has no knowledge of the present situa-
tion, Therefore, in fairness to the workers,
surely it is not unreasonable that we
should appoint a Select Committee to in-
vestigate the question of industrial safety.

I close on this note: In the year 1971-72,
according to the State Government Statis-
ticlan the tota! work force of Western
Australla lost 99 900 working days in in-
dustrial disputes, involving a loss of wages
amounting to an estimated $1.72 million.
Compared with this In the same period,
industrial accldents were responsible for
a total of 374 860 days lost with the cost
of claims amounting to s staggering $5.72
million which, put in the simplest terms,
means that $4 million more was Involved
in accident claims as against wages lost as
a result of strikes,

I say no more than that the question
of the productivity of this State and its
ability to survive in the present economic
elimate surely warrants an lnvestigation
of the matter of industrial safety.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Hartrey.

House adjourned at 6.07 p.m.

Hegislative Counril

Thursday, the 10th October, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. PF.
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

PAPERS

Tabling
THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central—
Minister for Health) (23] p.m.): I have
for tabling the report of the Public Health
Department's Technical Subcommittee on



